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April 17, 2019

The Honorable Buffy Wicks
California State Capitol, Room 5160
Sacramento, CA 94249-0024

Re: AB 1760 — as amended 04-12-19
SUPPORT

Dear Assemblymember Wicks:

The undersigned privacy, civil rights, economic equity, and children’s advocacy organizations, and for
profit businesses work every day to safeguard the rights of Californians. For that reason, we strongly
support AB 1760, Privacy for All.

Californians want and deserve control over the personal information that companies collect and share
about them. They want the 2018 California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) to be strengthened to more
fully protect privacy, safety, and financial security in the digital world.



As advances in technology and drastic changes in business practices have outpaced statutory protections,
California has failed to live up to its promise to protect its people in the digital age. Privacy for All is
necessary to protect Californians from the rampant harvesting and sharing of personal information that is
leading to very real harm. Among numerous examples that seem to grow in number each week:

e Facebook shared the private and incredibly sensitive information of 87 million people with
Cambridge Analytica, with untold ramifications for the political process.

e Marriott, Equifax, Yahoo, Target and thousands of other small and large companies have had
massive data breaches totaling more than 11 billion records.

e Amazon, Google and other online platforms tailor the content we see based on vast troves of data
used to infer our interests, affiliations, and more.

The impact of the reckless information-sharing practices of companies on Californians young and old
who are financially vulnerable, people of color, and immigrants, can be even more acute:

e Facebook has allowed advertisers on the platform to exclude users it identifies as having Black
and Latino “ethnic affinity” from seeing information about housing, employment, and credit.

e Google ads for high paying jobs were shown disproportionately to men rather than women.

e Social media companies have shared information that was used to monitor and target unions and
protesters.

e Data brokers have compiled and sold lists of LGBT college applicants, rape victims and seniors
with dementia, putting them at increased risk of harm.

o Facebook asked people as young as 13 to install an app to track their habits, giving the company
access to everything their phone sent or received over the internet.

California has long led the nation in protecting the privacy of residents and visitors to our state. In 1972,
California voters passed the Privacy Amendment to the California constitution, establishing an inalienable
civil and human right to “pursue and obtain privacy.” Those constitutional rights were motivated by “a
focused privacy concern” about “the encroachment on personal freedom and security caused by increased
surveillance and data collection in contemporary society” and “the improper use of information—the use
of it for another purpose or the disclosure of it to some third party.”

CCPA makes some progress in this regard — but it falls short of truly protecting individual rights. Privacy
for All makes sure that the constitutional privacy rights guaranteed to all Californians are real by ensuring
that companies get permission from Californians before they share personal information.

POWER FOR ALL—A company has to get permission to share and use personal information. Privacy
for All closes CCPA loopholes that control merely “selling” personal information (Facebook claims it
doesn’t “sell””), removes burdens on Californians who want to protect their personal information, and
requires that personal information isn’t used in ways people don’t know or expect. Privacy for All ensures
that the law covers all sharing of personal information and gives the Californians the real control they
want.

KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL—A company has to tell a Californian what personal information it has
collected and shared about them with other companies. Privacy for All makes sure Californians have the
right to know what personal information companies have shared and who they have shared it with.



RIGHTS FOR ALL—A company can’t punish someone with higher prices or worse service for
exercising their rights. Privacy for All fixes the problems in CCPA and makes sure that California
constitutional privacy rights aren’t reserved for the rich.

California needs Privacy for All to make sure Californians have the power they need to control their
personal information and protect their privacy, personal safety, and financial security in the digital age.

For these reasons, we strongly support AB 1760, Privacy for All.
Sincerely,

Sean McLaughlin, Executive Director, Access Humboldt

Kevin Baker, Legislative Director, ACLU of California

Ken Montenegro, Director of Information Technology, Asian Americans Advancing Justice -LA
Richard Konda, Executive Director, Asian Law Alliance

Dr Johnny Ryan, Chief Policy & Industry Relations Officer, Brave Software

Shirley Zeff, Co-President, Business and Professional Women of Nevada County

Emily Rusch, Executive Director, CalPIRG

David Monahan, Campaign Manager, Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood

Katharina Kopp, Ph.D. Deputy Director, Director of Policy, Center for Digital Democracy
Elaine L. Sierra, J.D., Public Policy Director, Citizens for Choice

Mansi Goel, Co-Founder, Citizens, Rise!

Avriel Fox Johnson, Senior Counsel for Policy and Privacy, Common Sense Kids Action
Joseph Ridout, California Legislative Advocate, Consumer Action

Susan Grant, Director of Consumer Protection and Privacy, Consumer Federation of America
Yannina Casillas, Legislative & Government Affairs Coordinator, CAIR — California

Chad Johnson, CEO, CreaTV

Matthew Erickson, Executive Director, Digital Privacy Alliance

Lee Tien, Senior Staff Attorney and the Adams Chair for Internet Rights, Electronic Frontier Foundation
Jessica Stender, Senior Counsel for Workplace Justice & Public Policy, Equal Rights Advocates
Krsna Avila, Attorney, Immigrant Legal Resource Center

Erick Boustead, Director, Line Break Media

Tracy Rosenberg, Executive Director, Media Alliance

Lou Katz, Member, Oakland Privacy

Emory Roane, Policy Counsel, Privacy Rights Clearinghouse

Alex Marthews, National Chair, Restore the Fourth

Rev. Jethroe Moore 1, President, San Jose/Silicon Valley NAACP

Brian Hofer, Executive Director, Secure Justice

Vinhcent Le, Technology Equity Counsel, The Greenlining Institute

Ana Montes, Director of Organizing, The Utility Ratepayer Network (TURN)

Sascha Meinrath, Executive Director, X-Lab

Bhupendra Sheoran, Executive Director, Youth Tech Health

Cc: Members and Committee Staff, Assembly Privacy and Consumer Protection Committee



