SPEAKER BI0S

Abiola Afolayan is an international lawyer and

currently serves as co-director in the Policy and
Research Institute at Bread for the World, a US.
based Christian advocacy NGO focused on

addressing hunger and its roots causes, since 1974.
Her portfolio includes work with the World Food
Programme in Rome, Italy, as a foreign affairs staffer
on Capitol Hill, as adjunct professor at George
Washington University, and at the American Bar
Association as Vice Chair of Programs for the Section
on Energy and Environment and the Rule of Law
Initiative-Africa Council. She is the author of “A Seat
at the Table for Women, Girls and Movements: A
Manifesto on Peace and Security” and is currently
working on a book titled “Climate, Gender, and
Financing in Africa.” Abiola speaks about food
security gIobaIIK, including at the global food
security research organization International Crops
Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) in Hyderabad, India where she led the
discussion on the theme “Integrating Gender, Youth,
and Social Inclusion in Dryland Agri-Food Systems.”
She is also a recipient of the Humanitarian Award for
the International Law Conference on the Status of
Women, hosted by the United Nations and African
Affairs Committees of the New York City Bar
Association for her work advancing the human
rights of women and girls and the pursuit of justice.

D.C.-based food

Jane Black is a Washington,

journalist  who covers food, nutrition and
sustainability for national publications including The
Wall Street Journal, The New York Times and The

Washington Post. In 2022, she launched the podcast
Pressure Cooker, which explores parenthood,
feeding kids and how it all became so complicated.
The show won a James Beard award for audio
reporting in 2023 for its two-part report on the
history of school lunch.

Jeanne Blankenshir) oversees the Academy’s public
policy strategy — leading staff and volunteers in
advocacy, promoting public health initiatives, and
collaborating with legislators and policy leaders at
every level of government to promote health and
reduce the burden of chronic disease through
nutrition services and interventions. Key areas
include nutrition policy and legislation, professional
licensure, payment and reimbursement, Academy
alliances and the Academy's political action
committee (ANDPAC).

Lola Bloom has dedicated her career to providing
the space, time, and resources for children and
families to creatively experience the world through
food, nature and art. She has been the Director of
Food and Wellness at DC Bilingual Public Charter
School since 2016, and is starting to work with other
schools as a consultant to build capacity to their
programs. In these roles she fundraised, built and
developed a scratch-prep kitchen for over 600
students and staff; created an educational Food Lab
and 7,000 sqg ft garden for Culinary and Gardening
classes, and designed a vibrant family engagement

rogram around food and wellness. Lola has shared

er passion for this work locally and nationally
through partnerships with Food Corps, The Nature
Conservancy, and Share our Strength. She was
recently recognized by the Chef Ann Foundation as
a School Food Renegade.

Alison Brown, PhD, RDN is a public health nutrition
researcher committed to addressing diet-related
health disparities through research, community
empowerment, and systems change. Dr. Brown's
past research explored immigrant health and diet
and cardiovascular disease outcomes. Currently, she
serves as a Program Director at the National Heart
Lung Blood Institute where her work centers on the
social determinants of health and nutrition health
disparities. She is the Past Chair of the National
Organization of Blacks in Dietetic and Nutrition and
serves as Adjunct Faculty at Prince George's
Community College. She is a former AAAS Science
and Technology Policy Fellow, Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics Diversity Leader, American Society of
Nutrition Science Policy Fellow, and Board Chair of a
community-owned grocery store in Boston. In 2018,
she was honored as a 40 under 40 Leader in Minority
Health by the National Minority Quality Forum. She
also serves on the editorial board for the Journal of
Immigrant and Minority Health, Journal of Racial
Ethnic Health Disparities, Health Psychology, and
Translational Behavioral Medicine. Dr. Brown has a
PhD from Tufts University's Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy, received her Master of
Science degree from Columbia University, and her
Bachelor's degree from Spelman College.

De Ann Davis, PhD, DABT is the Senior Vice
President, Science at Western Growers Association.
Western Growers members grow, harvest and ship
over 50% of the nation’s fruits, vegetables, and tree
nuts. Dr. Davis has more than 30 years of experience
in the development and execution of technical
global programs, including food safety, quality
assurance and regulatory compliance. Prior to
Western Growers, her previous roles include Vice
President of Food Safety and Quality for both Church
Brothers Farms and Earthbound Farm, as well as
Chief Food Safety Office for Kraft Foods Group. Dr.
Davis earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology
and Chemistry from Point Loma Nazarene University
and her PhD in Biochemistry from Texas A&M
University. She was a certified Diplomat of the
American Board of Toxicology, from 1996-2021. Dr.
Davis holds several committee appointments within
the produce industry and recently completed her
second term on the USDA National Advisory
Committee on Microbiological Criteria for Food.

Christopher P. Derico holds a master's degree in
education administration from West Virginia
University. Through the West Virginia Department of
Education, he holds  various administrative
certifications, including Superintendent of Schools.
He has spent time as a teacher and assistant
principal at two different high schools, and as a child
nutrition director in two different districts. On July 1,
2021, Chris was elevated to his current position of
Administrative Assistant overseeing all aspects of
secondary education and child nutrition in Harrison
County, W.Va. He has served two terms as the
President of the WV School Nutrition Association. On
the national level, he has served on the professional
development and membership committees and
spent two years as an at-large director on the SNA
Board prior to his election to his current role as the
President-Elect.

Caroline Smith DeWaal is the Deputy Chief of Party
of EatSafe (Evidence and Action Towards Safe,
Nutritious Food) at the Global Alliance for Improved
Nutrition (GAIN). Prior to joining GAIN, She has
previously worked as an International Food Safety
Policy Manager for FDA's Center for Food Safety and
Aplplied Nutrition. Caroline holds a bachelor's in
Political Science from the University of Vermont and
a J.D from Antioch School of Law.
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William (Bill) Dietz is the Director of the Sumner M.
Redstone Global Center for Prevention and Wellness
at the Milken Institute School of Public Health at The
George Washington University. He is also the
Sumner M. Redstone Center Chair. Dietz is a
member of the National Academy of Medicine and
serves as a consultant to the Roundtable on Obesity
Solutions. He is the Director of the STOP Obesity
Alliance at The George Washington University. He is
Co-Chair of the Washington, DC Department of
Health's Diabesity Committee, a Commissioner on
the Washington, DC Office of the State
Superintendent of Education’'s Healthy Youth &
Schools Commission, and Chair of its Subcommittee
on Physical Activity. Dietz is also Co-Chair of The
Lancet Commission on Obesity. From 1997-2012,
Dietz was the Director of the Division of Nutrition,
Physical Activity, and Obesity in the Center for
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion at
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). Prior to his
appointment to the CDC, he was a Professor of
Pediatrics at the Tuft's University School of Medicine,
and Director of Clinical Nutrition at the Floating
Hospital of New England Medical Center Hospitals.
He received his BA from Wesleyan Universit?/ in 1966
and his MD from the University of Pennsylvania in
1970. After the completion of his residency at
Upstate Medical Center, he received a Ph.D. in
Nutritional Biochemistry  from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1981. He is the author of
more than 200 publications in the scientific
literature, and the editor of five books, including
Clinical Obesity in Adults and Children (now in its
2nd edition), and Nutrition: What Every Parent
Needs to Know.

Gregg Doud is NMPF's President and Chief
Executive Officer. Before arriving at NMPF he served
as the Chief Agricultural Negotiator in the Office of
the United States Trade Representative from 2018
until 2021; before that, he served as the president of

the Commodity Markets Council, representing
commodities exchanges before Congress and
federal agencies. He also has served as a staff

member for the United States Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, where he helped
draft the 2012 Farm Bill, and as chief economist for
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association. Most
recently, he worked at Aimpoint Research as its Vice
President of Global Situational Awareness and Chief
Economist. A native of Mankato, Kansas, where he
grew up raising cattle, Doud earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in animal science and a Master of
Science in agricultural economics from Kansas State
University. He was awarded the Outstanding Young
Alumnus of the Kansas State University Agriculture
Alumni Association in 2012 and also received the
Outstanding Alumnus award from the Department
of Agricultural Economics at Kansas State in 2017. He
currently lives with his family on their horse farm in
Lothian, MD.

Leah Douglas is the agriculture and energy policy
reporter at Reuters, covering food and farm issues in
federal policy, regulation, litigation, competition,
labor, and more. Previously, they were a staff writer
and associate editor at the Food and Environment
Reporting Network, an independent, nonprofit
newsroom. Leah's reporting has been published in
the Guardian, the Nation, the Washington Post,
Mother Jones, NPR, the American Prospect, Time,
and other outlets. Leah's reporting has been cited in
dozens of print and television media outlets,

including the New York Times, Washington Post, AP,
NBC Nightly News, and John Oliver's Last Week
Tonight. Leah has received fellowships from U.C.
Berkeley, Vermont Law and Graduate School,
Institute for Journalism and Natural Resources, and
the New Economies Reporting Project. Leah has won
awards from the National Association of Agricultural
Journalists for feature and investigative reporting,
and was the 2020 recipient of the National Farmers
Union Milt Hakel Award for excellence in agricultural
reporting.

Dr. Thomas Eagen is Senior Health Policy Advisor in
the Office of the Chair, Senator Bernie Sanders (D-
VT) for the US Senate HELP Committee. Previously,
Thomas was Health Policy Director at National
Center for Health Research. In this role, Thomas
focused on the impact of federal health policy to
improve quality of care for all patient populations,
and was responsible for tracking active legislation
and engaging with Members of Congress and
Congressional staff to serve as a resource and ensure
policies are supported by research. Previously,
Thomas served as a Legislative Assistant in the
Office of Senator Maria Cantwell. Dr. Eagen
completed his PhD in Rehabilitation Science and
MPH in Health Systems and Policy at the Universit
of Washington. Dr. Eagen has focused on the overall
reach and effectiveness of evidence-based programs
designed for community-dwelling older adults
supported by federal funding. Specifically, he has
explored the participation of individuals with
disabilities in evidence-based falls prevention
programs. In his post-graduate work, Dr. Eagen has
continued to gain a better understanding of how
individuals with disabilities participate in falls
prevention programs. His research has sought to
iIdentify the individuals at the greatest risk for
adverse events, which factors contribute to adverse
events, and which programs successfully reduce this
risk among individuals with disabilities.

Dr. Ahmed El-Sohemy is a Professor and Associate
Chair and held a Canada Research Chair in
Nutrigenomics at the University of Toronto. He is
also the founder of Nutrigenomix Inc., serves as the
company's Chief Science Officer. Dr. EI-Sohemy
obtained his PhD from the University of Toronto and
completed a postdoctoral fellovvshi]p at Harvard. He
has published in the top scientific and medical
journals with over 200 peer-reviewed publications
and has given more than 300 invited talks around
the world. Dr. EI-Sohemy is currently Speciality Chief
Editor of Nutrigenomics for Frontiers in Nutrition
and Editor-in-Chief of Genes and Nutrition while
serving on the editorial board of ten other scientific
and medical journals. He has been a member of
international expert advisory panels and the
scientific advisory boards of several organizations,
and his research has garnered considerable media
attention over the past 20 years. Dr. EI-Sohemy is the
recipient of several awards for research excellence
by the Canadian Nutrition Society, the American
College of Nutrition, and the American Nutrition
Association.

Frances Fleming-Milici is Director of Marketing
Initiatives for the Rudd Center for Food Policy &
Health. She joined the Rudd Center's marketing
team in February 2011. Her work focuses on
analyzing race/ethnicity differences in rates of
exposure to advertising of unhealthy foods and
beverages, and assessing the impact of targeted
marketing practices on youth attitudes and
consumption. Dr. Fleming-Milici earned her PhD in
Mass Communication at the University of
Connecticut.
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Sherry Frey brings more than two decades of
industry experience to her role as Vice President,
Total Wellness at NielsenlQ. With a background in

market research, innovation and consulting, she has
elevated clients across the fresh, CPG and wellness
industries, providing forward-thinking insights,

combined with practical strategies. In addition to
leading NielsenlQ's Total Wellness team and
industry engagement, Sherry has been a featured
speaker at many national and international industry
events, and is often sought as a media and analyst
resource on topics related to consumer health,
wellness and environmental issues. Sherry's view of
health and wellness spans beyond personal health
and wellness, encompassing how we collectively
think about the health of the planet.

Sarah Gallo is vice president, product policy, at the
Consumer Brands Association. In her role, Sarah
holistically oversees Consumer Brands' policy
leadership on smart regulation issues from advocacy
through education to marketplace solutions. Prior to
joinin Consumer Brands, she served as Vice
President, Agriculture and Environment for the
Biotechnology Innovation Organization. There, Gallo
led the organization’s strate%y across agriculture,
food systems, energy, and biobased manufacturing.

Before that, Sarah held roles at CHS Inc., the
National Corn Growers Association and as
Agriculture Counsel with the U.S. House of

Representatives Committee on Small Business. Gallo
graduated from Boston University with a Bachelor of
Arts in marine biology. She resides in Arlington,
Virginia with her husband and two, young children.

Joe Glauber is a Senior Research Fellow in the
Markets, Trade, and Institutions Unit. His areas of
interest are price volatility, global grain reserves,
crop insurance, and trade. Prior to joining IFPRI, Joe
spent over 30 years at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, including as Chief Economist from 2008
to 2014. As Chief Economist, he was responsible for
the Department's agricultural forecasts and
projections; oversaw climate, energy, and regulatory
Issues; and served as Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation.
From 2007 to 2009, Joe was the Special Doha
Agricultural Envoy at the office of the U.S. Trade
Representative where he served as Chief Agricultural
Negotiator in the Doha talks. He served as economic
adviser at the “Blair House agreements,” leading to
the completion of the Uruguay Round negotiations.
Joe is the author of numerous studies on crop
insurance, disaster policy, and US farm policy. In
2012, he was elected Fellow of the Agricultural and
Applied Economics Association. He received his PhD
in Agricultural Economics from the University of
Wisconsin and holds an bachelor's degree in
Anthropology from the University of Chicago.

Stephanie Goodwin joined the Public and
Government Affairs team at Danone North America
in 2019. She has been with Danone for 8 years, first
on the science team for the division of medical
foods, and then on the re%ulatory affairs team. Prior
to joining Danone, Stephanie worked within the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) on
the 2015 Dietary Guidelines.Stephanie is a Registered
Dietitian and earned a Master of Public Health in
Health Education, as well as her Doctorate in Human
Nutrition and Public Policy from Virginia Tech. She
completed her Post-Doctoral Fellowship in

metabolic science at the National Institutes of
Health with the National Institute of Diabetes &
Digestive & Kidney Disease. Stephanie is also a
graduate of the University of New Hampshire, where
she received a Bachelor of Science in Nutritional
Sciences. Stephanie is an outdoor enthusiast and
spends most of her free time with her family,
inclqging her husband and two little boys playing
outside.

Dr. Jim Gorny currently serves as the Senior Science
Advisor for Produce Safeéy where he is the chief
advisor to CFSAN interim director Dr. Don Prater on
policies and programs that affect the safety of
produce. At FDA CFSAN, Dr. Gorny works alongside a
dedicated team of produce safety experts on the
development and implementation of new science
and risk-based requirements created to help prevent
illnesses caused by fresh produce.He also has
responsibilities related to agency responses to
produce associated foodborne illness outbreaks,
recalls, investigations as well as education outreach
and research. Prior to joining FDA, Jim Gorny was
Vice President of Food Safety & Technology at the
Produce Marketing Association (PMA) where he
worked directly with the entire produce industry
supply chain to advance produce safety procedures,
policies, practices and technology. Dr. Gorny holds a
Ph.D. in Plant Biology from the University of
California Davis and a Bachelor of Science and
Master of Science degrees in food science from
Louisiana State University.

Randy Green, the owner of Watson Green LLC, has
seen food and agriculture policy from all sides,
havin% served in both the executive and legislative
branches of government and in the private sector.
Over his career he has been closely involved in the
development of several multi-year farm bills, as well
as major legislation and regulations affecting
derivatives, food safety, animal health and human
nutrition. Randy came to Washington in the 1980s to
work for former Representative Charles Stenholm
(D-Tex.) and later served the late Senator Richard
Lugar (R-Ind.) on the staff of the Senate Agriculture
Committee. With the exception of a stint as a deputy
under secretary of agriculture, Randy served on the
agriculture committee staff continuously from 1989
to 1999. The last two years he was chief of staff. In
1999 Randy entered the private sector to represent
agricultural and food industry clients at the firm now
known as Watkinson Miller. Earlier in his career, he
managed government relations for the American
Soybean Association and was director of the Wheat
Export Trade Education Center. In 2013, Randy and
Lisa Watson formed Watson Green LLC, a firm
centered on food and agriculture policy and public
affairs. With Lisa’s retirement at the end of 2022,
Randy continues to operate the company.

Sally Greenberg joined the National Consumers
League as Executive Director on October 1, 2007. The
League’s focus is on five key priority areas: fraud,
child labor, LifeSmarts, health care, especially the
safe use of medications and medication adherence,
and food safety and nutrition. Sally has testified
numerous times before Congress on consumer
protection issues, including product safety, fraud,
excessive fees on car rentals, consumer rip-offs in
calling cards and in support of protections for
farmworker  children. Sall is our primary
spokesperson on a variety of issues. Sally came to
NCL from Consumers Union, where she worked from
1997-2007 on product liability and food safety issues,
along with auto and product safety. Sally was
president of the Women’'s Bar Association of
Massachusetts and the Women's Bar Foundation
and served on several gubernatorial commissions in
Massachusetts. Sally also served for over a decade on
the board of directors of Trillium Asset Management.
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Thomas Gremiillion is the Director of Food Policy at
the Consumer Federation of America. He oversees
the research, analysis, advocacy and media outreach
for the group’s food policy activities, and monitors
food safety activities at USDA, FDA and in Congress,
where he advocates for strong food safety
protections for consumers. He also coordinates the
Safe Food Coalition, a group of consumer, trade
union, and foodborne illness victim organizations
dedicated to reducin foodborne illness by
improving government food inspection programs.
Prior to joining CFA in 2015, Gremillion practiced
environmental law at Georgetown University Law
Center’s Institute for Public Representation, where
he represented community groups and advocacy
organizations in litigation against polluters and
government regulators. He also served as an
associate attorney at the Southern Environmental
Law Center in Chapel Hill, NC, where he specialized
in transportation and land use issues. A graduate of
Harvard Law School, Gremillion is a member of the
D.C. and North Carolina bars. He graduated magna
cum laude from the University of South Carolina
with a B.S. in mathematics, and served as a Rotary
Ambassadorial Scholar in Quito, Ecuador, where he
received an M.A. in International Relations from La
Universidad Andina Simén Bolivar.

Alexis Guild is the Vice President of Strategy and
Programs at Farmworker Justice (FJ), a national
farmworker advocac¥ organization based in
Washington, DC. She has been at FJ since 2011. In
her role, she coordinates FJ's policy advocacy and

rogrammatic work and is a member of the
eadership team. She works with advocacy
organizations, community health centers,

farmworker community-based organizations, legal
services organizations, and labor unions to improve
the living and working conditions of farmworkers
and their families across the U.S. Alexis co-authored
“Out of Sight, Out of Mind: The Implementation and
Impact of the Affordable Care Act in U.S. Farmworker
Communities” published in the Journal of Health
Care for the Poor and Underserved (2016); and “The
Neighbors Who Feed Us: Farmworkers and
Government Policy - Challenges and Solutions”
published in the Harvard Law and Policy Review
(2018). Prior to graduate school, she served as a
Health Education Volunteer with the U.S. Peace
Corps in Guatemala. She has a B.A. from Wellesley
College and a Master's degree in Public Policy from
the University of Michigan.

Dr. Shauna Henley is actively engaged in food safety
education along the food supply chain. At the farm
level, Dr. Henley is a FSMA Produce Safety Rule
instructor, assists with On-Farm Readiness Reviews
and co-teaches Good Agricultural Practices. At the
production level, Dr. Henley is a Lead Instructor for
FSMA'’s Preventive Controls for Human Food, and
works with an interdisciplinary team to educate food
entrepreneurs on Cottage Law, and other
regulations related to a food business. In addition to
these activities, Shauna is a ServSafe instructor and
exam proctor. Her expertise focuses on consumer
food-safety education. Shauna's current research
interest is improving safe and consistent food
handling behaviors from farmers to consumers, by
focusing on cues that drive safe food handling
behaviors.

Dr. Kristi Muldoon Jacobs is the current Acting
Director for the FDA's Office of Food Additive Safety
(OFAS). OFAS is responsible for ensuring the safety
of direct and indirect food additives, color additives
and GRAS substances as well as supporting safety
and innovation in food from new plant varieties and
made with cultured animal cells. Dr. Muldoon Jacobs
earned a Ph.D. from UMDNI/Rutgers University
program in biomedical sciences and continued
research at NIH/National Cancer Institute on the
mechanism of tumor suppression and
carcinogenesis. In her previous roles at FDA and USP
she served as a toxicologist with expertise in the
safety assessment of FDA regulated products
including food ingredients, indirect and direct
additives, dietary supplements, and drug impurities.
She has extensive knowledge of regulatory systems
globally to ensure quality and safety of products and
has served as an expert to JECFA, OECD and ICH
committees. She is an internationally recognized
expert in the application of new and alternative
safety and risk assessment methods such as TTC,
QSAR and read-across methodology. She has served
as an exlpert on 15 international working ?roups and
has published over 30 peer reviewed publications in
areas related to her expertise.

Dr. Lee-Ann Jaykus is a former William Neal
Reynolds Professor in the Department of Food,
Bioprocessing, and Nutrition Sciences at North
Carolina State University, where she was employed
for almost 30 years. Her formal training is in Food
Safety, Food Microbiology, and Public Health, with
research efforts focused on: (1) food virology; (2)
development of molecular methods for foodborne
pathogen detection; (3) application of quantitative
risk assessment in ood safety; and (4)
understanding the ecology of pathogens in foods.
She is probably best known for her efforts in food
virology, culminating in her service as scientific
director for the USDA-NIFA Food Virology
Collaborative (NoroCORE) from 2011-2018. Dr. Jaykus
has authore over 200 scientific publications,
instructed more than 600 university students, and
trained over 60 young professionals who are
employed in academic, industry, and government
sectors worldwide. Her national and international
external activities are vast, spanning service to FAO-
WHO, the National Advisory Committee on
Microbiological Criteria for Foods, various National
Academies of Sciences panels, and service as
president of the International Association for Food
Protection from 2010-2011. Dr. Jaykus authored one
the of first papers on the impact of global climate
change on food safety, and has recently become
active in international initiatives centered around
the intersection of sustainability, climate change,
and the food system, with a focus on nutrition and
food safety.

Jim Jones joined the FDA in September 2023 as the
agency's first Deputy Commissioner for Human
Foods. Prior to the FDA, he spent most of his career
as a federal regulator of pesticides, toxic substances,
chemical safety, and pollution prevention at the
EPA. From 2017 to 2020, Jones worked for the
Household and Commercial Products Association,
then ran his own company advising clients on issues
related to chemical safety and sustainability. He
holds a bachelor's degree in economics from the
University of Maryland, and a master’'s degree in
ecogomics from the University of California at Santa
Barbara.

Barbara Kowalcyk, PhD, MA, is an Associate
Professor in the Department of Exercise and
Nutrition Sciences and Director of the Food Policy
Institute. She also has an appointment in the
Department of Environmental and Occupational
Health and is a fellow with the Sumner M. Redstone
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Global Center for Prevention and Wellness. Dr.
Kowalcyk's research spans a range of topics related
to food safety and infectious foodborne disease,
including their intersection with nutrition security.
She is particularly interested in advancing systems-
based approaches to food safety that have a strong
focus on disease prevention, consider the
connections between human, animal and
environmental health, and promote evidence-based
decisions from farm to fork to physician. Dr.
Kowalcyk has extensively used epidemiologic
methods, data analytics and risk analysis to assess
food safety risks and potential intervention
strategies in both the United States and the Global
South. She has led multiple innovative, collaborative
and large-scale research projects. Prior to joining
GW in 2023, Dr. Kowalcyk was faculty at The Ohio
State University with appointments in the
Department of Food Science and Technology and
the Department of Environmental Health Sciences,
and directed the Center for Foodborne Illness
Research and Prevention (CFl), a non-profit
organization she co-founded in 2006. Prior to joining
OSU, she was a senior food safety and public health
scientist at RTI International and a research assistant
professor in the Department of Food, Bioprocessing
and Nutrition Science at North Carolina State
University. In addition to her extensive experience in
food safety, Dr. Kowalcyk has more than 10 years of
experience as a biostatistician conducting clinical
research and providing support to data safety
monitoring boards in the pharmaceutical industry.
Dr. Kowalcyk received her BA in mathematics from
the University of Dayton, her MA in Applied Statistics
from the University of Pittsburgh and her PhD in

Environmental Health from the University of
Cincinnati.
Dr. Scott Kahan is the Director of the National

Center for Weight and Wellness. He is a physician
trained in both clinical medicine and public health,
and an internationally-recognized leader in the the
fields of Preventive Medicine and Obesity Medicine.

Dr. Kahan received his undergraduate degree in
bioengineering from Columbia University, his
medical degree from the Medical College of

Pennsylvania, and his Master's of Public Health
degree from Johns Hopkins School of Public Health.
He trained in Internal Medicine and completed a
residency in Preventive Medicine at Johns Hopkins
University, where he served as Chief Resident. He is
Board Certified in Preventive Medicine, Obesity
Medicine, and Clinical Nutrition. In addition to his
clinical practice, Dr. Kahan also works as a public
health physician specializing in nutrition and obesity
policy. He has served as the Director of the
Strategies to Overcome and Prevent (S.T.O.P.)
Obesity Alliance. He has co-authored clinical
guidelines for obesity and diabetes treatment. He
teaches several courses on obesity, nutrition, public
health, and health behavior change. He created and
teaches the first course devoted to obesity and
nutrition at the George Washington University
School of Medicine, as well as the first
undergraduate course devoted to obesity at Johns
Hopkins University. He has served as the Co-Director
of the George Washington University Weight
Management Program and the Associate Director of
the Johns Hopkins Weight Management Center, as
well as core faculty of the Johns Hopkins Preventive
Medicine Residency Program.

Abby J. Leibman has been President & CEO at
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger since 2011.
Prior to her current tenure, Ms. Leibman had a

consulting practice to assist social justice
organizations, businesses, and public institutions
meet the challenges of growth and change,
including leadership development, managing

diversity, and implementing strategies to respond to
discrimination. For over 20 years, Ms. Leibman has
worked with and led some of California's most
prominent nonprofit organizations, including the
California Women’'s Law Center, which she co-
founded and directed for 12 years. Prior to founding
the California Women's Law Center, Ms. Leibman
was the Directing Attorney/Community Programs
for Public Counsel, where she developed and then
directed its Child Care Law Project and managed its
project providing pro bono transactional assistance
to nonprofit organizations. Ms. Leibman served as
adjunct faculty at UCLA and the Graduate School of
Management at American Jewish University. Ms.
Leibman has received a number of prestigious
honors, including the Hastings College of Law
Alumnae of the Year, California Women Lawyer's
Faye Stender Award, Women Lawyers Association of
Los Angeles’ Ernestine Stalhut Award, UCSD's Top
100 Influential Alumni Award, USC Law Center’s
Public Interest Advocate Award, and the So.
California Employer Round Table's Carol F. Schiller
Award. She has a J.D. from Hastings College of Law
and graduated magna cum laude from UC San
Diego with a B.A. in Political Science.

Cindy Long was appointed Administrator for the
Food and Nutrition Service on September 13, 2021.
Administrator Long most recently served as Food
and Nutrition Service (FNS) Acting Administrator,
and has had extensive experience with FNS,
including serving as Deputy Administrator for Child
Nutrition Programs. In this role, she led FNS’
implementation of the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids
Act, the most significant restructuring of these
programs in decades and a legislative centerpiece of

the Obama-Biden Administration’s nutrition
initiatives.

Peter Lurie (he/him/his) is the President and
Executive Director of CSPI. He has overall

responsibility for CSPIl's operations in both program

(national, state, and local policy and advocacy;
legislative and regulatory affairs; agricultural
biotechnology; and Litigation) and business

(marketing; development; human resources; finance;
customer service; and information systems). He also

oversees CSPI's science and communications
activities and is the Executive Editor of Nutrition
Action. He works closely with CSPl's Board of

Directors and represents CSPI before the public,
funders, and the press. Previously, Lurie was the
Associate Commissioner for Public Health Strategy
and Analysis at the Food and Drug Administration,
where he worked on antimicrobial resistance,
transparency, caffeinated beverages, arsenic in rice,
fish consumption by pregnant and nursing women,
expanded access to investigational drugs, and
prescription drug abuse. Prior to that, he was
Deputy Director of Public Citizen's Health Research
Group, where he addressed drug and device issues,
coauthored the organization's Worst Pills, Best Pills
consumer guide to medications, and led efforts to
reduce worker exposure to hexavalent chromium
and beryllium. Earlier, as a faculty member at the
University of California, San Francisco and the
University of Michigan, he studied needle exchange
programs, ethical aspects of mother-to-infant HIV
transmission studies, and other HIV policy issues
domestically and abroad.
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Christian Lovell draws on his deep experience in
production agriculture and food policy as Farm
Action Fund’'s Senior Director of Programs. In this
role, he provides leadership and direction for the
organization’'s growing program portfolio to advance
a more just food system. Previously, Christian spent
nearly a decade working on federal agricultural
policy in Washington, DC, and served as Legislative
Director to U.S. Representative Rosa Delauro during
her time as Chair of the House Committee on
Appropriations. He also held other roles at the
National Governors Association, The World Bank, and
Informa Economics Group. Christian is a native of
West Central lllinois where he now resides and
manages his family's Registered Hereford cattle
herd. He passionately advocates for regenerative
grazing and is actively involved in the lllinois Grazing
Lands Coalition.

Rachel Lyons has been with UFCW since 2017 and
leads the union’s federal and state legislative
strategy on issues ranging from agriculture, trade
and immigration to labor standards, cannabis and
pensions. Prior to joining UFCW, Rachel was
responsible for coordinating federal education and
advocacy on workplace policies at the National
Partnership for Women and Families. Rachel has
worked for numerous political and advocacy
organizations including Planned Parenthood, NARAL
Pro-Choice America, Business and Professional
Women's Foundation, American Arts Alliance and
the National Education Association. She has worked
on numerous political campaigns and earned a
Bachelor of Arts in political science from the
University of Colorado at Boulder and a Master of
Arts in philosophy and social policy from George
Washington University. She lives in Washington DC
with two cats and her science reporter partner.

Calvin Manduna is a senior trade policy analyst with
the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy based
in Washington, D.C. He has an interest in promoting
environmentally sustainable agriculture approaches,
strengthening rural livelihoods and in shaping U.S.
agriculture policy towards a future of sustainable
agriculture that supports farmers livelihoods and
delivers healthy nutritious food for consumers. He
has worked on trade policy issues and regional
integration for the past 15 years. He has covered
trade negotiations with the European Union, the
WTO Doha Round, and more recently under the
African Continental Free Trade Area. Calvin has
worked on trade policy issues based in Brussels and
Geneva, as well as in developing country regions
across Africa and the Caribbean. Before transitioning
to non-profit, Calvin worked for the African
Devilopment Bank and the Caribbean Development
Bank.

Donna Martin is the retired director of the Burke
County (GA) school nutrition program. Martin served
as the Academy’s President in 2017-2018. Martin is a
graduate of the University of Georgia and earned a
master’'s degree from the University of Alabama -
Birmingham and an education specialist degree
from Augusta University. In 2016, Donna’s work in
the Burke County Public Schools nutrition program
gained national attention when Michelle Obama and
Al Roker visited Burke County to help plant a school
garden. Donna was then invited to speak at the
White House for Michelle Obama’'s capstone event.
Donna was also awarded the 2016 Golden Radish
Award for the state of Georgia because of her efforts

in the Farm to School Movement. Donna has been
involved in numerous public policy initiatives
including testifying before Congress about the new
School Nutrition Standards and to the House of
Representatives Staff on the Farm to School Bill.
Donna got to speak at the White House Conference
on Hunger, Nutrition and Health on the importance
of School Meals. Donna is on the GenYouth Board of
Directors, The Chef Ann Foundation Advisory Board,
is a National Dairy Ambassador, a No Kid Hungry
Consultant and a trainer for the Institute of Child
Nutrition.

Dr. Richard Mattes is a Distinguished Professor of
Nutrition Science at Purdue University, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Medicine at the Indiana
University School of Medicine and Affiliated Scientist
at the Monell Chemical Senses Center. His research
focuses on the areas of taste function, hunger and
satiety, food preferences, regulation of food intake in
humans and human cephalic phase responses. At
Purdue, Dr. Mattes is the Head of the Ingestive
Behavior Research Center. He is a former president
of the American Society for Nutrition and was a
member of the 2020 Dietary Guidelines Advisory
Committee. He has authored over 300 publications.
Dr. Mattes earned an undergraduate degree in
biology and a Master's degree in Public Health from
the University of Michigan as well as a doctorate
degree in Human Nutrition from Cornell University.
He conducted post-doctoral studies at the Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center and the Monell
Chemical Senses Center.

Ruth McDonald

Dr. Jennifer Cleveland McEntire is the founder of
Food Safety Strategy, LLC. With 20 years of food and
beverage association experience, she combines her
technical background and regulatory insights to
help the food industry assess and manage food
safety risks in order to protect public health. She
held previous food safety leadership positions with
the International Fresh Produce Association, Grocery
Manufacturers Association, The Acheson Group and
the Institute of Food Technologists. McEntire earned
a PhD from Rutgers University as a USDA National
Needs Fellow in Food Safety and received a Bachelor
of Science with Distinction, magna cum laude, in
food science from the University of Delaware. She's a
member of the technical committee for the Center
for Produce Safety, and was the 2020 recipient of the
NSF International Food Safety Leadership Award and
2023 recipient of the Harold Barnum Industry Award
from IAFP. She has published numerous books, book
chapters, and peer reviewed articles.

John Myron currently serves as a Legislative
Assistant for Ranking Member of the House
Appropriations Committee, Congresswoman Rosa L.
DelLauro (CT-03). In his role, John is the lead policy
staffer on the FDA and food safety, labor, education,
agriculture, nutrition and hunger, Social
Security/retirement, LGBTQI+ issues, and the
Congresswoman’'s Working Families Agenda which
includes the Paycheck Fairness Act to codify equal
pay for egual work, the FAMILY Act to ensure paid
family and medical leave, the Healthy Families Act to
guarantee paid sick leave, and the Schedules that
Work Act to help ensure employees have more
certainty about their work schedules and incomes.
Prior to joining Congresswoman Delauro’'s office,
John worked for Congressman David Cicilline from
Rhode Island. John is a native of Massachusetts and
a graduate of Boston College.
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DeAnna Nara is the policy lead for CSPI's warning
labels work, specifically focusing on initiatives to
improve food environments by reducing sodium and
added sugars consumption. As an Edward Alexander
Bouchet Doctoral Fellow, DeAnna earned her PhD in
Nutritional Sciences from Howard University. Her
doctoral dissertation work focused on nutritional
management of chronic disease among low income,
minority residents in DC. DeAnna earned a MSc in
Herbal Medicine from the Maryland University of
Integrative Health and graduated Phi Beta Kappa
with a BS in Psychology from Howard University,

completing her Post Baccalaureate Training at the
National Institute of Mental Health within the
Laboratory of Cellular & Molecular Regulation.

DeAnna is the Chair of the DC Board of Nutrition &
Dietetics and is also a Licensed Dietitian-Nutritionist
and Certified Nutrition Specialist. DeAnna most
recently served as policy advisor and public health
Nutritionist for Terrific, Inc., a nonprofit housing and
human services organization, where she advised DC
policy for managing chronic disease for low income,
at-risk, senior citizens.

Aaliyah Nedd serves as Director of Government
Relations for the National Cooperative Business
Association (NCBA CLUSA). In this role, she leads
NCBA's federal, state, and local outreach and
advocacy work to develop, advance and promote
cooperative enterprise. Prior to#ommg NCBA CLUSA,
Aaliyah worked on a variety of policy issues at the
National Association of Counties (NACo). Most
recently she served as the Associate Legislative
Director for Agriculture/Rural Affairs and
Immigration. Aaliyah holds degrees in International
Studies and Russian and is a graduate of the
University of Florida.

Tom Neltner is a chemical engineer and attorney
dedicated to chemical safety issues using his
significant experience in government, industry,
academia, and non-profit advocacy to protect kids
from harmful exposure to lead. He is founder and
national director of Unleaded Kids, a new non-profit
focused on reducing children's exposure from all
sources closer to zero. Prior to founding Unleaded
Kids, he was the Environmental Defense Fund’s
Senior Director for Safer Chemicals. He and his
colleagues led EDF's efforts to remove or minimize
hazardous chemicals from products and the
marketplace through cross-cutting policy initiatives.
His primary focus is on food additive safety and
reducing exposure to lead in our homes and
communities.

Colin O'Neil is Senior Director of Public Policy &
Social Impact at Bowery, the largest vertical farming
company in the United States, serving more than
2,600 grocery stores and major e-commerce
platforms. In his role, Colin oversees Bowery's public
policy and stakeholder engagement strategies and
manages Bowery's cross-functional ESGC team. Prior
to joining Bowery, O'Neil spent 14 l\<ears working for
environmental NGOs where he worked with partners

to create successful legislation related to
agricultural conservation, climate change and
agriculture, the regulation of toxic “forever

chemicals” known as PFAS, food labeling and federal
appropriations.

Kristina Peterson covers food and agriculture policy
from The Wall Street Journal's Washington bureau.
She previously covered Congress and the Federal
Reserve. She has been at the Journal since 2009.

Dr. Lance Price is a professor at the George
Washington University's Milken Institute School of
Public Health in Washington, DC. He is also the
founding director of the Antibiotic Resistance Action
Center. Dr. Price works at the interface between
science and policy to address the growing crisis of
antibiotic resistance. His research, retracing the
evolution and epidemiology of antibiotic-resistant
bacteria, has been published in top peer-reviewed
journals and covered in media outlets around the
world. In the laboratory, Dr. Price uses cutting-edge
molecular approaches to trace the origins of
antibiotic-resistant bacteria and develop strategies
to block their transmission. In the policy arena, Dr.
Price works with non-governmental organizations
and policymakers to develop science-based policies
to curb unnecessary antibiotic use in people and in
food-animal roduction. Dr. Price received his
Bachelor's ano\oMaster's degrees in Microbiology and
Biology from Northern Arizona University and his
Doctorate in Environmental Health Sciences from
the Johns Hopkins Universitf/, where he was a Center
for a Livable Future Doctoral Fellow.

Barry M. Popkin, PhD, developed the concept of the
Nutrition Transition, the study of the dynamic shifts
in our environment and the way they affect dietary
intake and physical activity patterns and trends and
obesity and other nutrition-related
noncommunicable diseases. His research dprogram
focuses globally (both the US and low and middle
income countries on understanding the shifts in
stages of the transition and programs and policies to
improve the population health linked with this
transition. He has played a central role in placing the
concerns of global obesity, its determinants, and
consequences on the global stage and is now
actively involved in work on the program and policy
design and evaluation side at the US and global
levels., including collaborative evaluation research in
Mexico(with the National Institute of Public Health),
with the Institute of Nutrition and Food Technology,
University of Chile, and two SPH’'s at WITS and the
University of Western Cape in South Africa and many
others. He has mentored over 66 PhD’s and large
numbers of junior faculty and postdocs. He has
received over a dozen major awards for his global
contributions, including: 2016 World Obesity Society:
Population Science & Public Health Award for top
global researcher in public health with also
significant service contributions.; 2015; UK Rank
Science Prize; and The Obesity Society Mickey
Stunkard Lifetime Achievement Award. He has
published over 650 refereed journal articles and
PLOS rated him as one of the top cited scholars in
the world among 7 million scholars in 2017 (rated
number 203 out of 6.8 million or in the top 0.003%
scientists in the world; H-191 citations 221,197).

Krystal Register, MS, RDN, LDN, FAND is the Vice
President of Health and Well-being at FMI - The
Food Industry Association. She is responsible for
overall leadership, strategic planning and execution
of FMI's nutrition, health and well-being activities
and initiatives. She serves as the lead coordinator
and subject matter expert for nutrition policy,
programs, operations, and communication issues
across the food industry for FMI members, industry
partners and community collaborators. Krystal was a
food retail dietitian with Wegmans Food Markets,
Inc. for twelve years prior to joining FMI and made
significant contributions to company-wide wellness
programs, consumer health messaging, employee
wellness, community events, an local media
response in the National Capital Region. Krystal's
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background includes environmental and nutrition
science studies with degrees from the College of
William and Mary and James Madison University,
with  both clinical and personal coaching
professional experience. Krystal currently serves as
Chair of the Food & Culinary Professionals (FCP)
Dietetic Practice Group with the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics and is an Academy Fellow.
She has served for many years with FCP as
Supermarket/Retail Subgroup Chair, Treasurer,
Membership Chair, and Chair-Elect. She also served
as mentor to the Academy Foundation Nutrition in
Food Retail Program Development Fellow, and
contributes to many advisory committees, including
the Portion Balance Coalition, USDA's MyPlate
National Strategic Partnership, and the National
Fruit & Vegetable Consumption Coalition.

Tedfilo Reyes oversees ROC United's efforts to build
worker power and advance the Restaurant Workers
Bill of Rights. Prior to ROC, Teodfilo served as co-
director and staff writer at Labor Notes, director of
tie-global in North America, helped build the
Coalition for Justice in the Maquiladoras, helped
found the National Coalition for Dignity and
Amnesty, and was a community organizer with the
United Farm Workers in Chicago. Dr. Reyes’ first job
was at McDonald’s. Tedéfilo holds a BA in Economics
and Russian from the University of Michigan, and a
PhD in Comparative Human Development from the
University of Chicago, where he received a National
Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship. He was a
visiting scholar and lecturer at the Goldman School
of Public Policy, University of California, Berkeley.
Tedfilo was born in Carson City, Michigan, and raised
in Mexico City.

Michelle Rosenthal is a Senior Attorney in the
Federal Trade Commission’s Division of Advertising
Practices, where she focuses on deceptive and unfair
business practices in the advertising and technology
space, particularly those affecting kids and teens.
During her current role and in a prior stint at the
FTC, Michelle has focused specifically on influencer
marketing to kids and teens; social media, gaming,
and Al-related harms; targeted advertising; COPPA,
and privacy and data security policy. In addition to
the FTC, Michelle worked as in-house counsel at T-
Mobile, advising and advocating for the company on
privacy, cybersecurity, and ad-tech issues.

Ricardo Salvador is an agronomist who has worked
over 40 years in academia, philanthropy, and
advocacy to shape a more sustainable and socially
equitable food system. Born and raised in southern
Mexico, he completed his higher education at New
Mexico State University and holds M.S. and Ph.D.
degrees in crop production and physiology from
lowa State University. He taught and researched at
lowa State University for 26 years, prior to a stint as
Program Director for Food, Health and Wellbeing at
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. As director and senior
scientist of the Food and Environment Program at
the Union of Concerned Scientists since 2012,
Ricardo leads a team of interdisciplinary scientists
and policy analysts to make the case that science-
based, sustainable practices can be highly
productive while also protecting the environment,
producing healthy food, and creating economic
opportunity for all. He has served on the Board on
Agriculture and Natural Resources of the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
the International Panel of Experts on Sustainable
Food, and has advised a ran%e of organizations,
including: the National Sustainable Agriculture

Coalition, FoodCorps, the Center for Good Food
Purchasing, Food System 6, The Land Institute,
National Farm to School Network, HEAL Food

Alliance, and the Fair Food Program of the Coalition
of Immokalee Workers.

Dr. Tara Scully has a Master of Forensic Science and
a PhD in Developmental Biology. Her current
research is on the impact of climate change on
independent restaurants in coordination with the
James Beard Foundation. The report was released on
February 20, 2024. She previously was working on
water quality issues such as microplastics
contamination, CSOs, and runoff. This connects to
her research on the effects of agricultural runoff on
the developmental changes, succession of the
microbiome, and regulation of the transcriptome in
the easter oyster, Crassostrea virginica. At GW, Dr.
Scully regularly teaches introductory biology
laboratory courses, service courses, undergraduate
research courses, and sustainability courses along
with the course, World on a Plate with Chef José
Andrés. She is working with Chef Andrés on his
latest venture the Global Food Institute at GW where
she is the Director of Curriculum Development.
Lastly, Dr. Scully has been coordinating a team of
faculty, staff, and students from all DC area
universities to collaborate on sustainability efforts.
This resulted in the formation of DC CHEERS (DC
Coalition of Higher Education for the Environment,
Resilience, and Sustainability).

Sakeenah Shabazz is a Senior Policy Advisor at the
USDA Food and Nutrition Service. She most recently
worked at the Berkeley Food Institute, where she
managed their local, state, and federal policy
engagement as Policy Director. Prior to her time at
UC Berkeley, Sakeenah worked at the Congressional
Hunger Center, first as a 23rd class Emerson National
Hunger Fellow and later as a Senior Policy Associate
for their domestic program. She was also a Program
Associate at D.C. Hunger Solutions, a project of the
Food Research and Action Center, focused on SNAP
outreach and enrollment in the District of Columbia.
Sakeenah is an AmeriCorps Alum of City Year -
Seattle/King County and holds a Master of Public
Policy (MPP) from the Goldman School of Public
Policy at UC Berkeley and a BA in Philosophy from
Georgetown University. She is originally from San
Diego, CA and resides in Washington, D.C.

Pamela Starke-Reed, Ph.D, is deputy administrator
for Nutrition, Food Safety and Product Quality/New
Uses at the Agricultural Research Service (ARS),
USDA. Dr. Starke-Reed also serves as the Ethics
Officer and Scientific Integrity Officer for ARS. Dr.
Starke-Reed is the Co-executive Secretary for the
Interagenc Committee for Human Nutrition
Research (ICHNR) under the Chairs of the REE
Undersecretary USDA and the HHS Assistant
Secretary of Health. Prior to ARS, she served at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) as deputy director
of the Division of Nutrition Research Coordination
and coordinated the ongoing nutritional sciences,
obesity, and Physical activity research at NIH. Her
previous NIH positions include 10 years with the NIH
National Institute on Aging as director of the Office
of Nutrition and program director for the Nutrition
and Metabolism and Protein Structure and Function
research Programs. Prior positions include biologist
with the Food and Drug Administration’'s Center for
Food Safety and Applied Nutrition and assistant
professor with the Department of Medicine of
George Washington University (GWU) in Washington
DC. Since 1991, Dr. Starke-Reed has served as adjunct
professor with the GWU Medical Center in
Washington D.C She earned her B.S. in biology at St
Lawrence University, and her Ph.D. in pathology at
Hahnemann University.
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Tambra Raye Stevenson is the author of a new
book, "A Food Citizens Guide to Advance the Food
Bill of Rights" to empower everyday people to take
action to build a better food system for all. As the
driving force behind WANDA (Women Advancing
Nutrition Dietetics and Agriculture) and NativSol
Kitchen, Tambra has garnered international acclaim
for her groundbreaking work, speaking on TEDx
stage, World Food Prize, Milken Global Summit, and
US Library of Congress, and appointed by D.C. Mayor
Bowser and USDA Secretary Vilsack. Her impactful
presence extends beyond the realm of culinary arts,
where she serves as a board member for the NAACP
DC Branch, National Food Museum and Les Dames
d'Escoffier DC. Tambra's dedication to public service
began at HHS, Commerce, the Mayor's Office and as
an Extension Agent before charting her own
impactful path as evidenced by her recognition as
the "2021 Science Defender," "Changemaker" by
Cleaning Eating Magazine and Washington City
Paper, "2014 Nutrition Hero" by Food & Nutrition
Magazine and her distinction as a National
Geographic Traveler of the Year. Her passion for
ancestral food traditions led her on a transformative
journey to reconnect with her Fulani roots in Niger
and Nigeria, inspiring her to champion the health
benefits of African heritage food ways on a global
scale. She is a nutrition and public health graduate
of Tufts, Oklahoma State University and American
University where she is finishing her PhD in media,
technology and democracy.

Milton Stokes, PhD, MPH, RD, FAND, has been at the
intersection of food, agriculture, and nutrition for
the last 10 years working on some of the most
urgent issues facing people and planet-issues like
food and nutrition security as well as sustainability.
Thrilled to join the IFIC team, Milton supports IFIC's
mission of effectively commmunicating science-based
information on food safety, nutrition, and
sustainable food systems. Milton has a master's
degree in Public Health from Hunter College - City
University of New York, and his clinical training was
conducted at VYale-New Haven Hospital affiliated
with Yale University School of Medicine. His doctoral
degree, from the University of Connecticut, is in
Communication and Marketing with a specialization
in Health Communication.

Michael Taylor is board member emeritus of STOP
Foodborne lllness, which supports and represents
victims of foodborne illness and their families. He
served from 2010 to 2016 as FDA's Deputy
Commissioner for Foods and Veterinary Medicine,
where he led implementation of the Food Safety
Modernization Act of 2011. He served previously at
FDA as a staff attorney (1976-80) and as Deputy
Commissioner for Policy (1991-94) and at USDA as
Administrator of the Food Safety and Inspection
Service and Acting Under Secretary for Food Safety
(1994-96).

Diana M. Thomas received her Ph.D. from the
Georgia Institute of Technology in 1996. She then
completed a National Research Council funded post-
doctoral fellowship at the United States Military
Academy and the Army Research Laboratory. In
2000, she joined the faculty of the Montclair State
University where she was a professor of
mathematics for 17 years. She also served as the
director of the Montclair State University Center for
Quantitative Obesity Research. Dr. Thomas is

currently a professor of discipline at the United
States Military Academy at West Point. She holds
joint research appointments at the Columbia
University New York Obesity Research Center and
the Pennington Biomedical Research Center and
serves on the editorial board for the European
Journal of Clinical Nutrition, PloS One, and Nutrition
and Diabetes. She has published over 130 peer-
reviewed articles in exercise, fitness, nutrition, and
body weight regulation relying on diverse
mathematical methods ranging from differential
equations to machine learning. Some of the
questions she is investigating are “Why do
individuals not lose weight during exercise?”, “How
can we objectively monitor diet in humans?”, and
“Does body shape and posture predict injury?” Her
work has been covered by the New York Times, Wall
Street Journal, Fitness Magazine, Good
Housekeeping, CBS News, and ABC News.

Jonathan Voss joined Lake Research Partners in
20711. He has become an expert in helping clients
develop strategy and effectively communicate to
move audiences in support of key issues including
protecting the environment for future generations,
ensuring every child has a quality public education
no matter the zip code they live in, and restoring the
balance in our economy so that working people can
sustain a family no matter what they look like or
where they come from. Jonathan’s clients include
Ascend at the Aspen Institute, AFT, Afterschool
Alliance, America's Voice, Center for American
Progress, Center for Community Change, Choose
Clean Water Coalition, Community Service Society of
New York, Demos, ecoAmerica, Food Policy Action,
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights,
NCPSSM, The Nature Conservancy, NEA, NextGen
Climate Action, New America Foundation, The
Opportunity Agenda, Potomac Conservancy, SEIU,
Sierra Club, UnidosUS, and The Wilderness Society.
Originally from Orange County, New York, Jonathan
started working on political campaigns after college
in New York City and around the country. He has a
master’s degree in public administration from NYU's
Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service and has a
bachelor's degree in politics from NYU. He lives in
Washington, DC with his wife and daughter.

Roberta Wagner is the Senior Vice President,
Regulatory and Scientific Affairs for the International
Dairy Foods Association. Prior to IDFA, Roberta
served as vice president of regulatory and technical
affairs for the Consumer Brandys Association,
formerly the Grocery Manufacturers Association
since 2019. Wagner retired after 33 years of public
service, most recently as the assistant administrator
of the Office of Policy and Program Development at
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Food
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS). Previously,
Wagner served as the deputy assistant administrator
for the Office of Field Operations at FSIS where she
oversaw a workforce of 7,800 inspection program
ﬁersonnel, including consumer safety officers, public
ealth veterinarians and food inspectors. Wagner
also spent more than 25 years with the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA), working in a variety of
roles ranging from analytical chemist to deputy
associate commissioner for regulatory affairs in the
Office of Regulatory Affairs, FDA's inspection and
enforcement arm, to the deputy center director for
regulatory affairs and associate commissioner for
Food Safet%/ Modernization Act implementation at
the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition.
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Donald Warne, MD, MPH, Professor of Public Health,
Provost Fellow of Indigenous Health Policy, and Co-
Director of Johns Hopkins Center for Indigenous
Health. An enrolled member of the Oglala Lakota
Tribe in Pine Ridge South Dakota. Warne comes
from a long line of traditional healers and medicine
men and is a celebrated researcher of chronic health
inequities. A scholar in Indigenous health, health
education, policy, and equity. He led a team that
created the first Indigenous health-focused Master
of Public Health and PhD programs in the U.S. or
Canada at the University of North Dakota.

Caitlin Welsh is the director of the Global Food and
Water Security Program at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies (CSIS), where she analyzes
the drivers and consequences of food and water
insecurity around the world, including for U.S.
national security. Her specific areas of focus include
the impacts of Russia’s war in Ukraine on global food
security and nutrition, food insecurity in the U.S.
military, and the coherence between U.S. global
water security policy and U.S. global food security
policy. Prior to # ining CSIS, Ms. Welsh served for
over 12 years in the U.S. government, including at the
National Security Council and National Economic
Council as director for global economic engagement
with responsibility for the G7 and G20, and at the
U.S. Department of State's Office of Global Food
Security, where she served as acting director. Ms.
Welsh was a presidential management fellow at the
U.S. African Development Foundation and a Peace
Corps volunteer in Morocco. She has testified before
Congress on global food security on multiple
occasions, and her analysis has been featured in the
New York Times, CNN, NPR, PBS, the Wall Street
Journal, The Economist, Financial Times, Foreign
Policy, BBC, Newsweek, and other outlets. Ms. Welsh
received her BA from the University of Virginia and
MPA from Columbia University's School of
International and Public Affairs and hails from Erie,
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Katie Wilson has a passion for child nutrition
and has dedicated her career to imﬁroving access to
healthy food for all children and their families. She
has spent 23 years as a school nutrition director, 5
years as the Executive Director for the Institute of
Child Nutrition, 2 years as the Deputy Under
Secretary of Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services
at the United States Department of Agriculture,
appointed by President Obama and is presently the
Executive Director of the Urban School Food
Alliance. Katie has shared her expertise throughout
the United States and around the world as an invited
speaker, and an academic guest lecturer. She also
served on the 31Ist Standing Committee on Nutrition
at the United Nations and is on the Board of
Directors for the international %roup, Eating City. Dr.
Wilson holds a bachelor's of science degree in
dietetics, a master’'s degree in food science and
nutrition and a doctoral degree in foodservice and
lodging management. She is credentialed as a
School Nutrition Specialist. She has received many

eer nominated awards throughout her career,
Including the award in her name: The Dr. Katie
Wilson Lifetime Achievement Award, and is
considered one of the top experts in the field of child
nutrition.

Tanya Wolfram is COO of Reinvestment Partners, a
nonprofit community development corporation with
a mission to foster healthy and just communities by
empowering people, Improving places, and
influencing policy. Reinvestment Partners addresses
the problems of poverty and social injustice in the
areas of food, housing, health, and financial services.
Reinvestment Partners has most recently focused on
the intersection of community development and
health, developing a large-scale produce
prescription program that has provided more than
130,000 North Carolina families with access to
healthy food in partnership with health plans and
health providers. Tanya has more than 20 years of
experience in community development, including
real estate development, policy analysis, and
community relations. She has worked in both the
nonprofit and corporate sectors and has a master's
degree in public policy from Duke University and an
undergraduate degree from Brown University.
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