
SPEAKER BIOS
Melanie Benesh is an expert with more than ten years of experience
analyzing legal and policy issues related to federal food, cosmetics,
farm and chemical law. She is a graduate of Georgetown University Law
Center where she currently co-teaches a course on public interest
advocacy and food justice as an adjunct professor.

Salaam Bhatti joined FRAC in November 2023 as the SNAP Director.
Salaam joins FRAC after working at the Virginia Poverty Law Center
(VPLC). While at VPLC, he successfully lobbied to fully repeal the drug
felon ban for SNAP and TANF, twice achieved record increases to TANF
cash benefits, subsidized reduced-priced school meals, repealed the
TANF family cap, ended lunch shaming policies in schools, and received
a unanimous vote to expand SNAP for over 20,000 families. Salaam also
helped develop a mobile-friendly, SNAP screening tool which is used by
tens of thousands of people & multiple non-profits and has been rolled
out to be available for all states and D.C. Salaam has a J.D. from Touro
Law School, is barred in New York and Virginia, and received his
Bachelors in Political Science and International Relations from Albright
College (with a year abroad in the University of Aberdeen).

Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. is the Ranking Member of the
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee. In addition, he serves
on the Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee and
on the Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee. He has represented the Second Congressional District
of Georgia in the U.S. House of Representatives since 1993. As an
appropriator and legislator, he seeks to use the legislative process to
create a better quality of life for all citizens by promoting jobs and a
stronger, more diversified economy; opportunities for rural areas; better
education; safe and secure communities; a clean environment;
affordable and accessible health care; sustainable agriculture; energy
independence; and a strong national defense.

Jane Black is a Washington, D.C.-based food journalist. She is the co-
author of the newsletter, Consumed: a trusted resource for people who
care about food, well-being, and planetary health. Her podcast Pressure
Cooker won a James Beard award for its examination of the challenges
of modern motherhood and feeding children. Her work appears in The
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, and
more. 

Mara Burr serves as Vice President, Regulatory & Technical Affairs at
Consumer Brands Association, providing strategic and tactical
regulatory policy leadership on issues impacting the consumer
packaged goods (CPG) industry and Consumer Brands’ strategic
priorities, as well as proactively identify emerging regulatory policy
issues, concerns and opportunities that enhance the intersection of
advancing the CPG industry’s agenda and meeting expectations of the
American consumer. Prior to joining Consumer Brands, Burr served as
Director, Multilateral Relations in the Office of the Secretary at the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), where she led U.S.
government engagement with the World Health Organization (WHO)
and its six regional offices, the United Nations, the Pan-American
Health Organization (PAHO) and the International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC). Burr was twice elected Vice Chair of the Governing
Council of IARC (2022-2023). Burr also served as Food Safety Policy
Manager at U.S. Food and Drug Administration in the Office of the
Center Director at the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition,
where she was responsible for implementing provisions of the Food
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) and other legal and policy goals of
FDA. From 2004-2014, Burr served as Deputy Assistant United States
Trade Representative at the Office of the United States Trade
Representative in the Executive Office of the President of the United
States. Before her government service, Burr was in private practice in
Washington, D.C. working on international trade, regulatory, customs
and World Trade Organization legal and policy issues. In 2023, she
received the HHS Secretary’s Distinguished Service Award for the work
of Multilateral Relations in leading multilateral efforts to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic. She has also received awards from the United
States Trade Representative, the Department of State, the Department
of Agriculture and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, recognizing
her strong and unwavering commitment to serving the American
people. Burr graduated from Georgetown University Law Center with
an LL.M in international and comparative law, receiving the Dean’s
Certificate for distinguished contributions to Georgetown Law,
Mitchell-Hamline Law School with a Juris Doctorate and the University
of Saint Thomas (Saint Paul, Minnesota) with a BA. Burr is a member of
the bar of the United States Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit, the Court of International Trade and the District of
Columbia. Burr is also a member of the Association of Food and Drug
Officials (AFDO). Burr is originally from Central Minnesota and now lives
with her family in Alexandria, Virginia.

Jen Cadenhead, Ph.D., a behavioral nutrition scientist, studies human
diet patterns including ultra-processed food consumption, and its
relationship to cancer and chronic disease. She is the Executive
Director at the Laurie M. Tisch Center for Food, Education and Policy
and Research Assistant Professor in the Program in Nutrition at
Teachers College, Columbia University. At the Tisch Food Center her
team studies the impact of federal and local government food policies
on children’s health, with a special interest in nutrition security. She
mentors doctoral and masters students and also teaches Community
Nutrition. Prior to joining Teachers College, she spent more than 20
years organizing to improve access to healthy foods and provide
support to her local children's organizations. She also spent over a
dozen years in the actuarial field. She earned her B.S. degree in
mathematics and sociology from Duke University. She obtained her
dietetic credentials, masters, and doctoral degrees, along with post-
doctoral training in nutrition and public health and nutritional
epidemiology at Teachers College, Columbia University, and had
additional clinical training at New York Presbyterian Hospital as well as
research training at Columbia University Dental School and Kaiser
Permanente Division of Research.

Dominique Carter, Ph.D. is an award-winning scientist, science
diplomat, and entrepreneur whose pioneering work at the nexus of
science policy and strategy has advanced the agriculture, health, and
bioeconomy sectors. Honored with the 2024 Black Women in Food
Trailblazer Award, Dr. Carter is recognized as a leader who has paved
the way for others through groundbreaking contributions in
sustainable food systems policy. Dr. Carter is currently a Principal with
Lewis-Burke & Associates where she leverages her interdisciplinary
technical expertise to champion science and bolster clients’ endeavors
across various health, agriculture, science, and technology areas.
Dominique formerly held the position of Vice President of Food &
Nutrition Affairs at FoodMinds, where she provided senior counsel on
nutrition policy to agricultural commodities and food & beverage
companies. Prior to this, Dr. Carter served as Assistant Director for
Agricultural Sciences, Innovation, and Workforce at the White House
Office of Science & Technology Policy, where her contributions were
pivotal in shaping and executing groundbreaking policy initiatives,
including the first-ever White House Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition, and
Health; the Executive Order on Advancing Biotechnology and
Biomanufacturing Innovation for a Sustainable, Safe, and Secure
American Bioeconomy; and National Security Memorandum on
Strengthening the Security and Resilience of United States Food and
Agriculture (NSM-16). She is the founder of Global STEM Solutions, LLC,
a boutique consulting firm pioneering transformative solutions for a
sustainable future through science, technology, and innovation. Dr.
Carter is an Aspen Institute Food Leaders Fellow, member of the
Council for Foreign Relations (CFR), an Advisory Council Member for the
Harvard Business Review (HBR), and an Advisory Board member for
SIA-Africa, a non-profit organization working to develop sustainable
global alliances in science and education across Africa. A Chicago
native, Dr. Carter earned her BS in Chemistry from Saint Norbert
College and her PhD in Microbiology and Bioengineering from the
Medical College of Wisconsin. She is an alumnus of prestigious
leadership fellowships, including the Atlantic Council Millennium
Leadership Fellowship and the AAAS Science & Technology Policy
Fellowship.

Sasha Chavkin is a senior reporter for The Examination. Sasha has
previously written for outlets including ProPublica and the
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), where he
was a longtime reporter and played key roles in award-winning
investigations such as the Implant Files and Paradise Papers. His stories
have led to dangerous products being recalled, a cabinet secretary
being investigated, and billions of dollars in unjustified debts being
forgiven. Sasha is a native New Yorker, speaks fluent Spanish and is a
long-suffering fan of the New York Mets.

Roger Cryan, Ph.D. leads the economics team at AFBF, after 25 years
focused on dairy economics and marketing at USDA and the National
Milk Producers Federation. He grew up in Grahamsville, New York,
where his first job was stacking bales on the neighbor’s dairy farm. He
has a B.A. in International Studies from the Johns Hopkins University
and an M.S. and Ph.D. in Food and Resource Economics from the
University of Florida.

Nancy Dalton is the Director for Amazon Access. She and her team
design and implement retail products and services that make shopping
on Amazon easier and more affordable. Prior to joining Amazon Access,
Nancy served in several leadership roles across Amazon. Before that,
she spent over 20 years in financial services, holding executive roles at
Fleet Credit Card Services, Bank of America and Barclays Bank. She has
functioned as an executive coach at the National Diversity Women’s
Business Leadership conference for several years. Nancy holds a B.S. in
Organizational Dynamics and is a graduate of the University of
Pennsylvania Executive Program in Social Impact Strategy. She is also a
Senior Certified Professional (SCP) through the Society for Human
Resource Management (SHRM). Nancy is a member of the Association
for Talent Development (ATD) and serves on the Board of Directors for
the Food Research and Action Center (FRAC), Food Bank of DE and
Positive Deposits, Inc.

Meghan Davis, Ph.D. studies the interface of bacteria and hosts to
reduce microbe-mediated disease in humans and animals as a
molecular epidemiologist and an environmental microbiologist. Her
work applies the principles of one health and microbial ecology,
evaluating target microbes and bacterial genes specifically and the
larger microbial community (microbiome) broadly. Davis also evaluates
non-infection outcomes, specifically asthma, from exposure to bacterial
agents and their toxic products. Designing and testing interventions to
combat the rise of bacterial antimicrobial resistance and both infection
and non-infection outcomes related to microbial exposures in a one
health context is the goal of her research career.

Stacy Dean champions the GWU Global Food Institute’s mission to
change the world through the power of food as Executive Director. She
is a renowned national food policy leader with more than 30 years of
experience in the government and non-profit sectors, dedicated to
improving nutrition assistance for struggling Americans and tackling
barriers ingrained within nutrition programs. Her distinguished career
includes her most recent role as the Deputy Under Secretary for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food, Nutrition and Consumer
Services, where she led the Administration’s work on federal nutrition
programs. In this role, Dean was instrumental in strengthening the
agency’s efforts on food and nutrition security as well as local food
systems and resilience. Prior to her role at USDA, Dean served as the
Vice President for Food Assistance Policy at the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, where she led their research and advocacy work on
federal nutrition programs as well as other safety net programs. She
has authored scores of papers and analyses on federal nutrition
programs, testified before Congress and has been frequently quoted in
the media, including the NYTimes, Politico and other publications.
Stacy holds a Master’s in Public Policy and a BA from the University of
Michigan. 
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Garrett Downs is a Congress reporter for E&E News, focusing on
natural resources. Garrett previously was the food and agriculture
reporter for POLITICO. Before that, he worked for Agri-Pulse
Communications, where he covered Congress. He broke news on
efforts to overhaul ocean shipping laws, tracked early movers and
shakers in the lead-up to the 2023 farm bill and scoured the halls of the
Capitol to dig up ag scoops for Agri-Pulse’s daily newsletter, Daybreak.
He has also covered international trade policy and agricultural trade at
Inside U.S. Trade. Garrett also worked with POLITICO as an intern on the
New York team. Covering Albany from Maine during the pandemic, he
tracked the odds of gambling legalization, scrutinized state energy
policy and broke a story on progressive state legislators planning for
the downfall of then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo on the app Clubhouse. While
in college at St. John’s University, Garrett worked as a copy kid at the
New York Post. Though his day job was manning the copy machine, he
found his way onto the streets of NYC searching for stories. His first
scoop on sticky-fingered costumed characters led to a spiderman in
handcuffs. Garrett was raised in the seacoast region of New Hampshire.
Though he did not grow up on a farm, his first job was selling
sweetcorn out of a pickup on the side of the White Mountain Highway.

Thomas Eagen is Senior Health Policy Advisor in the Office of the Chair,
Senator Bernie Sanders (D-VT) for the US Senate HELP Committee.
Previously, Thomas was Health Policy Director at National Center for
Health Research. In this role, Thomas focused on the impact of federal
health policy to improve quality of care for all patient populations, and
was responsible for tracking active legislation and engaging with
Members of Congress and Congressional staff to serve as a resource
and ensure policies are supported by research. Previously, Thomas
served as a Legislative Assistant in the Office of Senator Maria Cantwell.
Dr. Eagen completed his PhD in Rehabilitation Science and MPH in
Health Systems and Policy at the University of Washington. Dr. Eagen
has focused on the overall reach and effectiveness of evidence-based
programs designed for community-dwelling older adults supported by
federal funding. Specifically, he has explored the participation of
individuals with disabilities in evidence-based falls prevention
programs. In his post-graduate work, Dr. Eagen has continued to gain a
better understanding of how individuals with disabilities participate in
falls prevention programs. His research has sought to identify the
individuals at the greatest risk for adverse events, which factors
contribute to adverse events, and which programs successfully reduce
this risk among individuals with disabilities.

Sara Eckhouse is Executive Director of FoodShot Global, an integrated,
collaborative investment platform that includes the $500,000+
GroundBreaker Prize and up to $10 million in equity investment to
accelerate the transformation to a healthy, sustainable, and equitable
food system. Previously, Sara worked as a consultant with S2G
Ventures, and before that she served as Senior Advisor to Secretary
Tom Vilsack at the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Sara also worked in
the Obama White House in the Office of Legislative Affairs, and as a
Field Organizer on the 2008 Obama Presidential Campaign. She
graduated magna cum laude from Harvard College. 

Helena Bottemiller Evich is the founder and editor-in-chief of Food Fix.
Most recently, she led coverage of food and agriculture issues at
POLITICO for nearly a decade, winning numerous awards for her work,
including a George Polk Award for a series on climate change and two
James Beard Awards for features on nutrition and science. In 2022, she
was a James Beard Award finalist for a deep dive on diet-related
diseases and Covid-19. Before launching POLITICO’s food policy
coverage in 2013, Helena was the Washington correspondent for Food
Safety News where she covered deadly foodborne illness outbreaks and
the run-up to Congress passing the most significant update to food
safety law in a century. Helena is a sought-after speaker and
commentator on food issues, appearing on CNN, MSNBC, CBS, BBC and
NPR, among others. Her work is widely cited in the media and has also
been published in the Columbia Journalism Review and on NBC News.
Born and raised in Washington state, Helena attended Claremont
McKenna College, where she studied government. She now lives in
Washington, D.C., with her husband, two kids and tabby cat.

Stephanie Goodwin joined the Public and Government Affairs team at
Danone North America (NA) in 2019. She has been with Danone since
2014, first on the science team, then on the regulatory affairs team, and
now with Public and Government Affairs as the Director of Nutrition
Policy. Prior to joining Danone, Stephanie worked within the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) on the 2015 Dietary Guidelines supporting the
Advisory Committee on Sustainable Diets. Stephanie is a Registered
Dietitian and earned a Master of Public Health in Health Education, as
well as her Doctorate in Human Nutrition and Public Policy from
Virginia Tech. She completed her Post-Doctoral Fellowship in metabolic
science at the National Institutes of Health. Danone is a purpose-driven
Global food and beverage manufacturer and in North America is a
Public Benefit Corporation, and a proud Certified B Corporation® with
the mission of “health through food to as many people as possible.”

Jessica Gould, RD, SNS has been the Director of Nutrition and
Warehouse with Littleton Public Schools for over 10 year. Littleton
Public Schools has an enrollment of 14,000 and serves roughly 7,500
students daily. She has extensive experience in School Nutrition with
emphasis on advocacy, menu planning/purchasing, commodity
utilization, and financial accountability. Jessica is a registered dietitian,
school nutrition specialist, past president for the Colorado School
Nutrition Association, past-chair of the Public Policy & Legislation
committee for School Nutrition Association and current School
Nutrition Association Board member.

Thomas Gremillion is the Director of Food Policy at the Consumer
Federation of America. He oversees the research, analysis, advocacy
and media outreach for the group’s food policy activities, and monitors
food safety activities at USDA, FDA and in Congress, where he
advocates for strong food safety protections for consumers. He also
coordinates the Safe Food Coalition, a group of consumer, trade union,
and foodborne illness victim organizations dedicated to reducing
foodborne illness by improving government food inspection programs.
Prior to joining CFA in 2015, Gremillion practiced environmental law at
Georgetown University Law Center’s Institute for Public
Representation, where he represented community groups and
advocacy organizations in litigation against polluters and government
regulators. He also served as an associate attorney at the Southern
Environmental Law Center in Chapel Hill, NC, where he specialized in
transportation and land use issues. A graduate of Harvard Law School,
Gremillion is a member of the D.C. and North Carolina bars. He
graduated magna cum laude from the University of South Carolina with
a B.S. in mathematics, and served as a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar in
Quito, Ecuador, where he received an M.A. in International Relations
from La Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar.

Miriam J. Guggenheim is a Partner and Co-Chair of the Food, Drug and
Device practice at Covington & Burling LLP.  She focuses primarily on
the food and dietary supplement industries and counsels clients on all
aspects of product development and marketing, from formulation,
manufacturing, and safety considerations to labeling and advertising.  
Her work for a broad range of leading global food and dietary
supplement companies and major trade associations includes
regulatory advice, advocacy before regulators, courts and legislative
bodies, and strategic counseling in light of overarching public health
and nutrition policy considerations. Miriam is ranked as one of
America’s Leading Business Lawyers, Food & Beverages: Regulatory &
Litigation by Chambers USA. Miriam received her BA, magna cum
laude, from the University of Pennsylvania and her JD, with honors,
from Columbia University School of Law.

Melissa Halas, MA, RDN, CDE, is the president of the Non-UPF Program
a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping consumers reduce their
intake of ultra-processed foods and replace them with healthier
alternatives. Through this initiative, she collaborates with leading
experts in ultra-processed foods (UPF) to enhance ingredient
transparency, educate the public and HCPs, and support research
collaboration in this area. Melissa is also a nationally recognized
registered dietitian, author, and plant-based nutrition expert with 25
years of experience helping adults, children, and communities lead
healthier lives. She has a talent for making good nutrition come to life
in a fun, tasty, and engaging way. She founded SuperKids Nutrition, the
first pediatric nutrition mega-site, which provides parents with expert
resources to address nutrition concerns. Melissa is the creator of the
Super Crew®—a group of friends who gain their powers from eating
colorful, healthy foods. This parent-adored and child-approved squad
helps motivate young kids to develop healthy eating habits early
through books, hands-on learning activities, and national health
campaigns. Melissa also provides nutrition counseling through
Melissa’s Healthy Living, helping clients achieve their best health
potential. She believes that balanced nutrition contributes to positive
spiritual, physical, and mental well-being. Her first love was teaching,
and she has taught courses on functional foods—focusing on
phytonutrients, micronutrients, and brain health—for over 18 years.

Kevin Dennis Hall, Ph.D. is the Section Chief of the Integrative
Physiology Section, Laboratory of Biological Modeling at NIH, NIDDK.
His laboratory investigates how metabolism and the brain adapt in
response to a variety of interventions to diet and physical activity. They
perform experiments in both humans and rodents to better understand
the complex mechanisms regulating macronutrient metabolism, body
composition, and energy expenditure. A unique aspect of the
laboratory involves the development of mathematical models to
quantitatively describe, explain, integrate, and predict the experimental
results.

Miquela Hanselman joined NMPF in 2019 as its director of regulatory
affairs, leading NMPF’s regulatory-focused efforts on nutrition and
public health, including the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. She also
oversees NMPF’s efforts for the National Conference of Interstate Milk
Shipments, the multi-sector Tuberculosis Working Group and NMPF’s
internship program. She is also the program lead for FARM Biosecurity,
focused on protecting the health of dairy farmers’ herds and
employees. Hanselman received her Bachelor’s of Science in Animal
Science and Master of Public Health with a concentration in food
systems from Cornell University. Growing up on a dairy farm in upstate
New York still operating today, she is thankful for the opportunities that
being a part of the dairy industry has given her. She enjoys going home
to help her brothers feed calves, milk cows and to spend time with her
dog, Poppy.

Karen Hansen-Kuhn is director of trade and international strategies at
IATP. She leads IATP’s work on trade policy and ensures synergies
among our programs on trade, farm systems and climate and
economic justice. She has published articles on U.S. trade and
agriculture policies and their impacts on food security, rural livelihoods
and the climate crisis. She was the international coordinator of the
Alliance for Responsible Trade (ART), a U.S. multi-sectoral coalition
promoting just and sustainable trade. In that role and in her work as
chair of the monitoring team for the Hemispheric Social Alliance, she
brought partners from many sectors and countries together to analyze
the impacts of trade proposals and to propose alternative solutions. She
continues to research and advocate for alternative trade rules for
agriculture, new measures to support a transition to agroecology and
efforts to find common ground among farmers and consumers in the
Global South and North.
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Ali Hard serves as Director of Public Policy for the National WIC
Association (NWA). Ali is a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist with a
wealth of experience in federal nutrition policy. Her educational
background includes a BA from Columbia University and a Masters in
Nutrition and Public Health from Teachers College, Columbia
University. Ali previously served as the Chief Policy Officer at USDA
Food and Nutrition Service in the Biden Harris Administration, and
played a crucial role on the House Committee on Education and Labor,
where she led federal nutrition program and other health and human
services policy. She also served as Senior Associate for Federal
Government Affairs and Federal Government Affairs Manager at the
National WIC Association. She returned to NWA in November 2023,
shortly before welcoming her first child. Ali has a special connection to
WIC, as her husband's family relied on WIC as new immigrants in the
1980s and 1990s.

Cameron Harsh (they/them) leads the US campaigns team in
developing and implementing strategies that mobilize people and
move stakeholders to protect wild and farmed animals and transform
the systems that exploit them. Prior to joining World Animal Protection
in 2018 as a campaigner, Cameron worked in US public policy
protecting consumers, the environment, and animals from harmful
food production practices and supporting the advancement of organic
and regenerative practices. They have a Masters in International Affairs
from American University and a Masters in Natural Resources and
Sustainable Development from the United Nations mandated
University for Peace. Cameron lives in Washington, DC.

Gabby Headrick, Ph.D., MSPH, RDN is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Exercise and Nutrition Sciences and Director of the
Undergraduate Program in Nutrition at the Milken Institute School of
Public Health at George Washington University (GWSPH). As a food
systems dietitian, Dr. Headrick’s research, teaching, and practice center
on the social, environmental, and political determinants of food and
nutrition security in the United States, with a particular focus on urban
food systems. Her work is dedicated to advancing food production,
distribution, access, and affordability, ensuring that healthy, culturally
preferred foods are available to all communities. She regularly
collaborates with multidisciplinary teams spanning nutrition sciences,
social sciences, urban planning, and health policy, partnering with
researchers in government, bipartisan organizations, and academic
institutions. She prioritizes community-engaged research, co-
developing research questions with practitioners, policymakers, and
grassroots leaders who can translate findings into action. Her
collaborators include federal and local policymakers, nutrition advocacy
groups, and community-based food and nutrition leaders, all working
to drive meaningful change in food policy and practice in the United
States. Prior to joining GWSPH in Fall 2023, Dr. Headrick earned her
PhD in Public Health Nutrition from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health, where she also completed her Master of
Science in Public Health and certificate program in food systems,
environment, and public health at the Center for a Livable Future. She
is a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN) and has worked across
clinical, community, and governmental settings.

Lisa Held is a senior staff reporter and contributing editor at Civil Eats,
where she is responsible for daily reporting on federal food and
agriculture policy and also works on in-depth, investigative projects.
Since 2015, she has reported on agriculture and the food system with
an eye toward environmental sustainability, equality, and health, and
her stories have appeared in publications including The Washington
Post, The Guardian, and Eater. Lisa was nominated for a James Beard
Award in 2015 for her reporting on the Walton family's impacts on the
American food system. She is based in Baltimore.
 
Emily Holubowich serves as the American Heart Association’s National
Senior Vice President of Federal Advocacy and has more than twenty
years of experience in health and fiscal policy, government relations,
strategic communications, and organization management. She is
frequently sought out by the media for her expertise on health policy,
serves as a lecturer in health policy and management at The George
Washington University, and is called upon by national organizations to
lecture on the policy environment and best practices in strategic
communications and advocacy. In a volunteer capacity, Emily serves on
the boards of several nonprofit organizations, including Alliance for a
Stronger FDA (President), Leadership Fairfax (Vice Chair), Vaccinate
Your Family (Past Chair), and Partnership to Protect Coverage.
Previously, Emily was a senior vice president at CRD Associates, where
she worked with several clients in the public health community—
including the Coalition for Health Funding as its Executive Director for
10 years. Prior to CRD Associates, Emily was the director of government
relations for AcademyHealth and a senior health policy analyst with the
U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO). Emily holds a Master of
Public Policy from The Johns Hopkins University and a Bachelor of Arts
in Political Science and English from the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth. 

Kelly D. Horton, MS, RDN is the Senior Vice President, Public Policy
and Government Relations at the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
(AND), the world’s largest organization of food and nutrition
professionals. Kelly is a high performing executive level leader and
nationally recognized food, nutrition, hunger, food safety, and
agriculture policy and program expert. Her experience includes
launching a novel nutrition intervention which grew into the basis of
what is now known as the Food as/is Medicine movement, being a
founding member of one of the nation’s first regional food policy
councils, and creating the Sustainable Food Policy Alliance – a food
industry collaboration advocating for food and agriculture policies that
improve people’s lives and protect the planet. Kelly has served in
leadership roles in private and publicly held for-profit companies and
non-profit organizations, as a fellow within the USDA’s Food and
Nutrition Service, and as a Senior Nutrition and Agriculture Advisor to
Members of Congress. Kelly earned her Master of Science in Food Policy
and Applied Nutrition from Tufts University’s Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy and her certification in dietetics from
Simmons College. She also holds a Bachelor of Science in Business
Management.

Michael F. Jacobson, who holds a PhD in microbiology from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, co-founded and then led a
Washington-based health- advocacy organization, the Center for
Science in the Public Interest, for four decades. CSPI led efforts to win
passage of laws and regulations to ban artificial trans fat and several
other food additives, obtain Nutrition Facts labels on packaged foods
and calorie counts on chair-restaurant menus, improve school foods
and food safety, define the term “organic,” and reduce sodium levels.
CSPI also educated millions of consumers by means of its Nutrition
Action Healthletter, books such as Jacobson’s Six Arguments for a
Greener Diet and Restaurant Confidential, and countless media
appearances. Jacobson has received the Food and Drug
Administration’s Commissioner’s Special Citation and Harvey W. Wiley
Medal, Food Marketing Institute’s Consumer Service Award, American
Diabetes Association’s Medal for Health Promotion and Awareness,
CDC-Foundation’s Hero award, and American Public Health
Association’s Award for Advocacy in Public Health. Jacobson has loved
museums since his childhood in Chicago, so after he left CSPI, he has
continued his educational efforts related to food by founding the
National Food Museum. He and his wife, along with their wonderful
pooch Oliver, live in Washington, DC.

Beth Johnson, brings over 25 years of food policy experience serving
inside and outside the government, including the Food and Drug
Administration, US Department of Agriculture, Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, and the National Restaurant
Association, where she built strong relationships with a broad group of
stakeholders and a unique and in-depth understanding of how industry
can impact policy decisions. Over the years, Johnson has been involved
in policy negotiations and development at the local, state, federal and
international level. She also helped lead USDA’s work on CODEX and
the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. Beth holds relationships
with administration officials, agency career staff, key congressional
offices as well as public health and consumer advocates that help pave
the way for fruitful discussions for our clients. Johnson lives near
Annapolis with her husband and two daughters.

Wendy Reinhardt Kapsak, MS, RDN is President and CEO of the
International Food Information Council (IFIC), a nonprofit education
organization focused on effectively communicating science-based
information about sustainable food systems, with an emphasis on food
safety and nutrition. Prior to joining IFIC, Wendy served as the
President and CEO of the Produce for Better Health Foundation (PBH).
At PBH, she guided the Foundation’s efforts with hundreds of public
and private partners to advance fruit and vegetable consumption for
happier, healthier lives. Under her leadership and through a two-year
transformation, the organization launched the Have A Plant®
Movement in 2019, which today, inspires millions of consumers to eat
and enjoy more fruits and vegetables each and every day. From 2012 to
2016, Reinhardt Kapsak held multiple leadership positions in the Food,
Nutrition & Health Partnerships and Corporate Engagement verticals in
what is now collectively known as Bayer Crop Science. While in these
roles, her efforts focused on connecting the food, nutrition, culinary,
and agriculture communities for greater understanding, collaboration,
and innovation. Wendy returned to IFIC after a previous tenure from
2000–2012, including service as Senior Director, Health & Wellness.
While at IFIC, she directed food and nutrition communication
strategies, including consumer research, opinion leader and media
outreach, as well as publications and partnerships, for multiple food,
agriculture, and nutrition issues. Wendy earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in Nutrition and Exercise Science from the University of
Missouri, Columbia and James Madison University, respectively. She
completed her dietetic internship at Yale-New Haven Hospital — an
affiliate of the Yale University School of Medicine.

Katharina Kopp is the Deputy Director and Director for Policy at the
Center for Digital Democracy, advocating for data justice and privacy.
With a background in advocacy, academia, policy analysis, and
corporate leadership, she brings a multifaceted approach to her work.
At CDD, she leads efforts to address the risks of Big Data, AI-driven
technologies, and digital marketing, focusing on their impact on
privacy, equity, autonomy, and social justice. Her work emphasizes
public policy solutions and corporate accountability to counter
systemic inequities. For decades, Dr. Kopp (CIPP/US, CIPP/G) has been
an advocate for privacy and data justice. In the 1990s, she worked with
the Center for Media Education, playing a key role in shaping policy
during the passage and implementation of the Children’s Online
Privacy Protection Act (COPPA). She has held leadership roles at the
Aspen Institute, Benton Foundation, Health Privacy Project, and Center
for Democracy and Technology and served as Vice President at
American Express, leading its global privacy risk management
program. Dr. Kopp holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in communications and
public policy from the University of Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School
for Communication and a degree from Queen Mary College, University
of London. A first-generation American, she is fluent in German and
lives in Washington, D.C.
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Valerie Lacarte is a Senior Policy Analyst with MPI’s U.S. Immigration
Policy Program, where she contributes to research design and
conducts data analysis on a range of issues, including native-immigrant
gaps in socioeconomic outcomes and access to public benefits for
vulnerable immigrant and humanitarian populations.Prior to joining
MPI, Dr. Lacarte was a postdoctoral fellow at the Institute for Women’s
Policy Research where she conducted empirical analysis on women’s
economic security, including the gender wage gap, paid family leave,
entrepreneurship, and public-health expenditures. Previously, she
worked at the Organization of American States and the Inter-American
Development Bank, where she gained expertise on regional
integration, with a focus on the Caribbean. Dr. Lacarte earned a BA in
economics from Université du Québec à Montréal, an MSc in economics
from Université de Montréal, and a PhD in economics from American
University. For her dissertation, she used a mixed-methods approach to
study the integration of Caribbean immigrants into the U.S. labor
market and the intersectionality of race, ethnicity, and cultural gender
norms.

Vanessa García Larsen is the Unit Chief, Risk Factors Unit, Department
of Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health at the the Pan
American Health Organization.

Peter Lurie (he/him/his) is the President and Executive Director of
CSPI. He has overall responsibility for CSPI’s operations in both
program (national, state, and local policy and advocacy; legislative and
regulatory affairs; agricultural biotechnology; and Litigation) and
business (marketing; development; human resources; finance;
customer service; and information systems). He also oversees CSPI’s
science and communications activities and is the Executive Editor of
Nutrition Action. He works closely with CSPI’s Board of Directors and
represents CSPI before the public, funders, and the press.

Maricel V. Maffini, Ph.D. is an Independent Consultant from Frederick,
Maryland. She has more than 25 years of research experience in the
fields of carcinogenesis and breast cancer in particular, reproductive
biology and endocrine disruption. For the past 14 years, her work has
focused on food chemical safety and regulation. She is a member of the
Food Packaging Forum Science Advisory Board and a Fellow of
Collegium Ramazzini. Maricel has authored numerous peer-reviewed
journal articles, blogs, and book chapters. 

Jerold Mande is CEO of Nourish Science; Adjunct Professor of Nutrition,
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health; and a Non-Resident Senior
Fellow, Tisch College of Civic Life, Tufts University. Professor Mande has
a wealth of expertise and experience in national public health and food
policy. He served in senior policymaking positions for three presidents
at USDA, FDA, and OSHA helping lead landmark public health
initiatives. In 2009, he was appointed by President Obama as USDA
Deputy Under Secretary for Food Safety, In 2011, he moved to USDA's
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services, where he spent six years
working to improve the health outcomes of the nation's $100 billion
investment in 15 nutrition programs. During President Clinton's
administration, Mr. Mande was Senior Advisor to the FDA commissioner
where he helped shape national policy on nutrition, food safety, and
tobacco. He also served on the White House staff as a health policy
advisor and was Deputy Assistant Secretary for Occupational Health at
the Department of Labor. During the George H.W. Bush administration
he led the graphic design of the iconic Nutrition Facts label at FDA, for
which he received the Presidential Design Award. Mr. Mande began his
career as a legislative assistant for Al Gore in the U.S. House and Senate,
managing Gore's health and environment agenda, and helping Gore
write the nation's organ donation and transplantation laws. Mr. Mande
earned a Master's of Public Health from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill and a Bachelor of Science in nutritional science from the
University of Connecticut. Prior to his current academic appointments,
he served on the faculty at the Tufts, Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy, and Yale School of Medicine.

Nicole Melia is the Food Service Supervisor of the Great Valley School
District in Malvern, Pennsylvania. Nicole is responsible for the overall
operation of the School Food and Nutrition Department with
approximately 4500 students in grades K-12 in the Great Valley Schools
as well as providing meals for private schools through the satellite meal
program. They also have a robust farm-to-school program. Nicole has
been working in school nutrition since 2009. She has been active in
SNAPA and on the SNAPA Board of Directors since 2013. She has served
as the State President of the School Nutrition Association of PA,
Conference Chair, and is the current Public Policy and Legislative Chair.
She also is a member of the Association of School Business Officials and
the Pennsylvania School Business Officials. For the past five years she
has served as the Lead Agent for a buying cooperative. She received a
BS and Master of Science degree in Nutrition at West Chester
University of Pennsylvania.

Nell Menefee-Libey serves as senior public policy manager for the
National WIC Association, the membership organization and advocacy
voice of the 12,000 public health nutrition service provider agencies
who serve over 6.7 million mothers, babies, and young children
participating in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). In her role, Nell works to build
support for WIC on Capitol Hill and in the Administration, as well as
representing NWA in a variety of cross-cutting, anti-poverty coalitions.
Prior to joining NWA, Nell worked on maternal and child health policy
at 1,000 Days and served as Congressional staff. She has a degree in the
study of women and gender from Smith College.

Dariush Mozaffarian is a cardiologist, public health scientist, and
Director of the Food is Medicine Institute at the Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy at Tufts University. He is Dean Emeritus
and Jean Mayer Professor at the Friedman School, Professor of
Medicine at Tufts University School of Medicine, and attending
physician in cardiology at Tufts Medical Center. He is a globally
recognized leader in the science of nutrition, cardiometabolic diseases,
policy, and Food is Medicine, aiming to create the evidence and
translation for a food system that is nutritious, equitable, and
sustainable. Dr. Mozaffarian has authored nearly 600 scientific
publications and is one of the top cited researchers in medicine. He has
served in numerous advisory roles, including currently serving on the
President’s Council on Sports, Fitness, and Nutrition, and his work has
been featured in an array of media outlets. Thomson Reuters has
named him as one of the World's Most Influential Scientific Minds. Dr.
Mozaffarian received his B.S. in biological sciences from Stanford
University, M.D. from Columbia University, and Doctorate in Public
Health from Harvard University; and clinical training in internal
medicine at Stanford University and in cardiology at the University of
Washington. He is married, has three children, and actively trains as a
Fourth Degree Black Belt in Taekwondo.

Aviva Musicus, ScD is the Science Director of Center for Science in the
Public Interest (CSPI), a nonprofit organization that aims to improve
population health by advocating for evidence-based and community-
informed policies on nutrition, food safety and health; holding
government agencies and corporations to account; and empowering
consumers with independent, unbiased information to live healthier
lives. As the leader of CSPI’s Science Department, Dr. Musicus’s goal is
to ensure that CSPI relies on the best available scientific evidence and
rigorous scientific methods to inform its advocacy. She additionally
manages CSPI’s advocacy on food labeling, food additives, new food
technologies, and sodium and added sugar reduction. Dr. Musicus is
also an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Nutrition at the Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public Health. She has conducted extensive research on
food labeling, food marketing, federal nutrition assistance programs,
and institutional food procurement. One of the main goals of her
research is to understand how to communicate nutrition and
environmental sustainability information to consumers to help them
make more informed decisions. Dr. Musicus holds a doctorate in
Nutrition from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and a
Bachelor's degree in Environmental Studies from Yale University.

John Myron currently serves as a Legislative Assistant for Ranking
Member of the House Appropriations Committee, Congresswoman
Rosa L. DeLauro (CT-03). In his role, John is the lead policy staffer on the
FDA and food safety, labor, education, agriculture, nutrition and
hunger, Social Security/retirement, LGBTQI+ issues, and the
Congresswoman’s Working Families Agenda which includes the
Paycheck Fairness Act to codify equal pay for equal work, the FAMILY
Act to ensure paid family and medical leave, the Healthy Families Act to
guarantee paid sick leave, and the Schedules that Work Act to help
ensure employees have more certainty about their work schedules and
incomes. Prior to joining Congresswoman DeLauro’s office, John
worked for Congressman David Cicilline from Rhode Island. John is a
native of Massachusetts and a graduate of Boston College.

Jennie Norka is the Senior Director of Scientific and Regulatory Affairs
at the American Frozen Food Institute (AFFI), where she leads efforts to
advance food safety, nutrition, and regulatory priorities in the frozen
food industry. With a background in food science, public health, and
nutrition, she collaborates with federal agencies, nonprofits, and
industry stakeholders to support research, policy advocacy, and
consumer education. Her work in nutrition focuses on expanding
access to frozen foods through federal feeding programs, supporting
consumer choice and dietary health, creating nutrition resources, and
advancing research on frozen foods. Jennie holds a Master of Public
Health in Nutrition from UNC-Chapel Hill and a Bachelor of Science in
Food Science from Purdue University. Her experience spans community
nutrition programs, food safety, quality assurance, and training
development.

Haley Nicholson has worked in federal and state policy and advocacy
for over a decade, focusing on health and human services, foreign
affairs, and financial policy. She has done policy education and
outreach in the nonprofit sector and Capitol Hill. Haley has provided
policy guidance and strategic planning for nonprofit, private, and
foreign government stakeholders. She has several years of experience
managing staff and helping them grow their policy acumen and
professional networks. She graduated from the University of Colorado
with a Bachelor's in English and International Affairs and has a Master's
in Public Management from the Johns Hopkins University.

Anthony (Tony) Pavel guides clients through a comprehensive array of
food and drug regulatory matters with his extensive knowledge of U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations related to food
(including animal food and pet food), food additives and ingredients,
dietary supplements, and cosmetics. In addition to FDA matters, Tony
assists clients with issues related to the U.S. Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and other regulatory
bodies around the world. Tony counsels clients in obtaining the
authorization of new food ingredients, complying with manufacturing
requirements, promotional and labeling claims, and regulatory
compliance within the global supply chain. Clients seek his advice in
navigating self-determined Generally Recognized as Safe (GRAS)
positions and submitting GRAS Notices, New Dietary Ingredient
Notifications (NDINs), food additive petitions (FAPs), and color additive
petitions (CAPs) to FDA. He also helps clients navigate recall and
market withdrawal strategies, import detentions, seizures, and alleged
food tampering. Prior to joining Keller and Heckman, Tony was in
private practice at a major international law firm, followed by in-house
positions leading a global food law team at a major food, agricultural,
and industrial products producer and Deputy General Counsel, Global
Food Law for a consumer biology startup. Tony’s in-house corporate
experience helped shape his approach to practical, actionable advice
and effective solutions for clients. Tony is frequently invited to speak at
domestic and global conferences on food ingredients, food additives,
and related policy matters.
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Ian Prince is professional staff with the House Committee on Education
and Workforce, working under the last two Republican chairpersons.
There he manages federal child nutrition and human services policy
and programs with oversight of USDA and HHS. He was previously
legislative staff to Senator John Boozman (AR) and has worked
program and grant management roles in non-profit and higher
education spaces. Ian holds a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Grove
City College and a Master of Divinity from Covenant Theological
Seminary.

Lisa Quigley serves as the Director of the anti-hunger efforts for Tusk
Philanthropies, working to combat food insecurity through coordinated
campaigns across the country and increase the federal commitment to
anti-hunger efforts. Lisa comes to Tusk Philanthropies with over three
decades of leadership in politics and policy, most recently in Tennessee.
She worked in the US House of Representatives for thirty years, for four
members of Congress, including two members of the House leadership.
Lisa is a voting rights expert and has been active for over a decade in
efforts to expand Medicaid and combat poverty. She previously
founded a program at the Woodrow Wilson Center for International
Scholars that connected US and Mexican officials on issues of bilateral
concern. She has advised politicians at all levels of government,
including mayors and presidential candidates. Lisa is a California native
and a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley. She serves on
various non-profit boards in Nashville.

Krystal Register, MS, RDN, LDN is the Director of Health and Well-
being at FMI - The Food Industry Association. She serves as the lead
and issue expert for health and well-being programs and activities,
nutrition policy, operations, and communication issues for FMI
members. Krystal was a retail dietitian with Wegmans for 12 years and
made significant contributions to company-wide wellness programs,
health messaging, community events, and local media response.
Krystal’s background includes environmental and nutrition science
studies with degrees from the College of William and Mary and James
Madison University.

Brian Ronholm is the Director of Food Policy for Consumer Reports. He
leads CR’s advocacy efforts to advance a safe and healthy food system.
Brian brings deep legislative and regulatory experience in food policy
to CR. He also writes and speaks extensively on food policy issues, with
a particular emphasis on emerging technologies, food safety
modernization, and pending regulatory policies facing the food
industry. During his tenure as Deputy Under Secretary, Food Safety, at
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Brian provided leadership,
management, and oversight of the Food Safety and Inspection Service
(FSIS), the public health agency with more than 9,000 employees
responsible for ensuring the safety of meat, poultry, catfish, and
processed egg products. In addition to overseeing FSIS, he chaired the
U.S. Codex Policy Steering Committee, an interagency partnership that
engages stakeholders in the advancement of science-based
international food safety standards to facilitate fair trade, and served as
Chair of the National Advisory Committee on Microbiological Criteria for
Foods (NACMCF), which provides impartial scientific advice to federal
agencies for use in developing integrated food safety systems. He also
served as Agriculture Appropriations Associate in the office of U.S. Rep.
Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut, where he managed and coordinated
activities involving key legislative initiatives for food and nutrition
issues. Prior to joining CR, Brian most recently served as Senior Director
of Regulatory Affairs at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich and Rosati, and he
served in the same senior position at Arent Fox LLP. He serves as a part-
time lecturer at Northeastern University in the College of Professional
Studies, and he also sits on the board for the SBLA, a non-profit
charitable organization for professionals working in sports whose goal
is to provide children with the resources necessary to engage in unique
sports experiences.

Jessica Schulken moved to Washington from Kentucky in 1999 and
began her career as a Presidential Management Intern at the National
Institutes of Health. In 2001, she joined the staff of the Senate
Appropriations Committee as a professional staff member on the
Agriculture Subcommittee, where she focused on funding the research,
conservation, food safety, and domestic nutrition accounts at USDA, as
well as FDA. Jessica was promoted to Staff Director of the
Subcommittee in 2012, and in that role was responsible for managing
the policy and funding priorities for the entire bill, working with all
Senate offices on their appropriations priorities for USDA and FDA, as
well as negotiating with the House of Representatives during annual
conference negotiations. During her tenure on Capitol Hill, Jessica
worked for Senators Kohl, Pryor, Merkley, Byrd, Inouye, Mikulski and
Leahy. Along with routine appropriations bills, she also drafted and
negotiated numerous supplemental funding bills. Jessica joined The
Russell Group in 2018, providing government relations and advocacy
services for food and agriculture related clients. She lives with her
husband Chad and their children in Falls Church, VA.

Sarah Sorscher is an experienced advocate with a passion for public
health who fights for a safer, healthier, more transparent food system
by promoting consumer safeguards with Congress, federal agencies,
and state and local governments. As Director of Regulatory Affairs, she
manages CSPI's policy work related to food safety and labeling,
allergens, food additives, dietary supplements, and other consumer
products. Her work includes serving on federal advisory committees,
testifying before Congress and federal agencies, offering technical
advice to policymakers, and providing commentary to the media on
consumer and food safety issues. Prior to joining CSPI, Sarah worked on
health and safety issues at Public Citizen and served as a law clerk for
the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. She holds a J.D. from
the Harvard Law School, an M.P.H. from Harvard School of Public
Health, and a B.A. from Amherst College.

Katherine Thomas serves as senior professional staff on the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry for Chairman John
Boozman covering nutrition and food aid issues. She previously served
as a legislative assistant on the committee during the tenure of former
Chairman Pat Roberts, during the 2015 child nutrition reauthorization
process and 2018 Farm Bill. Prior to re-joining the committee, she was a
legislative assistant in the office of Senator Ben Sasse, deputy
legislative director for Representative Tracey Mann, and she began her
career as a staff assistant for then-Representative Mike Pompeo. 

Precious Tshabalala is an economist with the Food & Environment
program at the Union of Concerned Scientists where she conducts
research and analyses in agricultural sciences and economics to
support a science-based vision for a better US food system and to
advocate for policies that ensure affordable and healthy food for all.
Prior to joining UCS, Dr. Tshabalala was a food systems specialist at
Cornell University’s Cooperative Extension, where she was responsible
for developing programming aimed at creating food supply chain
coordination connecting New York State farmers to New York State
markets.

Kenny Torrella is a senior reporter at Vox, with a focus on animal
welfare and the future of meat. He co-writes Processing Meat, Vox’s
biweekly newsletter exploring how the meat and dairy industries shape
our politics, culture, environment, and more.

Roberta Wagner is the Senior Vice President, Regulatory and Scientific
Affairs for the International Dairy Foods Association. Prior to IDFA,
Roberta served as vice president of regulatory and technical affairs for
the Consumer Brands Association, formerly the Grocery Manufacturers
Association since 2019. Wagner spent 33 years in public service, most
recently as the assistant administrator of the Office of Policy and
Program Development at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS). Previously, Wagner served as
the deputy assistant administrator for the Office of Field Operations at
FSIS where she oversaw a workforce of 7,800 inspection program
personnel, including consumer safety officers, public health
veterinarians and food inspectors. Wagner also spent more than 25
years with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), working in a
variety of roles from analytical chemist to associate commissioner for
Food Safety Modernization Act implementation.

Lori Wallach is the director of the Rethink Trade program at AELP and
a 30-year veteran of international and U.S. congressional trade battles.
She was named to “Politico’s 50” list of thinkers, doers and visionaries
transforming American politics for her leadership in the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) debate. A lawyer, Lori is the author of The Rise and
Fall of Fast Track Trade Authority and Whose Trade Organization? A
Comprehensive Guide to the WTO. She is a graduate of Harvard Law
School and Wellesley College. Before law school, she worked on Capitol
Hill, in political campaigns, and in television news.

Jessica Wasserman is the founder and CEO of WassermanRowe, a DC-
based law and government relations firm providing services to Food
and Drug Administration-regulated industries, including food and
supplements. She advises on GRAS and NDI notifications; GMP
compliance, food safety, and labeling: claims/ FDA Warning Letters,
GMO and organic rules; and provides regulatory advocacy including
FDA’s healthy label rule and the proposed Front of Pack proposed rule.
Ultra Processed Foods and MAHA priorities are new areas of
knowledge. The firm’s expertise also includes global affairs, trade/tariffs
and international regulatory analysis and compliance.   Jessica has
advised nonprofits on consumer education and communications.She
has worked in Congress, federal agencies (at both career and political
levels) and major law firms.   Jessica is a graduate of the University of
Michigan Law School. 

Mason Weeda advises businesses on laws and regulations surrounding
the manufacture, marketing, promotion, and distribution of FDA
regulated products. Mason also provides counsel to trade associations
and commodity groups that include FDA regulated industry and
advises business on transactional matters concerning FDA regulations
and related requirements.

Susan Weinstock is the CEO of the Consumer Federation of America.
Previously, she was vice president of financial resilience programming
at AARP, responsible for the overall strategic direction of AARP
programs and education competencies to improve the financial
security of persons age 50 and older. Prior to AARP, Susan worked at
the U.S. Department of the Treasury. As the director of the office of
consumer policy, she focused on emerging trends and the growing use
of technology and data in the provision of consumer financial products
and services. Previously, she directed The Pew Charitable Trusts’
Consumer Banking Project, which advocates for policies that protect
American consumers and their money. As the lead on Pew’s efforts to
improve the safety and transparency of consumer banking products,
she directed a team of researchers who identified current practices and
consumer needs to inform and promote policy solutions. Prior to Pew,
Susan was the financial reform campaign director at the Consumer
Federation of America, leading media, coalition, public education, and
grassroots efforts to promote consumer financial protection in the
Dodd-Frank Act. She has more than 20 years of advocacy,
communications, research, grassroots and legislative experience
working to protect consumers.

Ben Winters is the Director of AI and Privacy at the Consumer
Federation of America. Ben leads CFA’s advocacy efforts related to data
privacy and automated systems and works with subject matter experts
throughout CFA to integrate concerns about privacy and AI in order to
better advocate for consumers. Ben is also an adjunct professor at the
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law
Prior to CFA, Ben worked at the Civil Rights Division of the Department
of Justice, where he was an Attorney Advisor in the policy section
focusing on algorithmic harm in the civil rights context and was Senior
Counsel at the Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) where he
led the AI/Human Rights project and advocated for accountability
through legislative and direct legal action. Ben is a graduate of
Benjamin N Cardozo Law School and the SUNY Oneonta and is a
member of the New York State and District of Columbia bars.
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