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October 23, 2026

Dear Committee Chairs and Ranking Members,

The undersigned groups urge you to immediately begin an investigation into Meta’s reported political
interference with an active criminal investigation into the company’s role facilitating and profiting off of
deadly illegal drugs on their platforms. This miscarriage of justice threatens basic trust in the judicial
system, and Congress must act quickly to investigate. Rigorous investigation, oversight, and legislation to
address the outsized influence of Big Tech over every tendril of this Administration is absolutely essential
to protect children, consumers, and the broader public.

Last week, Bloomberg reported that Department of Justice leadership including Deputy Attorney General
Trent McCotter and Associate Deputy Attorney General Aakash Singh ordered prosecutors from the
Western District of Virginia to cease their longstanding investigation following “advocacy from Meta’s
legal team” immediately after the investigation progressed to subpoena company executives.' This case
began after years of reports of dangerous products being sold both through advertisements across Meta
platforms and directly through Facebook Marketplace,” and of kids who died after buying fentanyl-laced
drugs from dealers found on Facebook and Instagram.® As survivor parent group Parents RISE! said, “If
this report is true, it is a betrayal of every family who has buried a child poisoned by a fentanyl-laced
counterfeit pill sold on Instagram or Facebook as a prescription drug.”* Shutting down the case
mid-investigation is an insult to the parents and families the Department of Justice is charged with
protecting.
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This is just one of many instances of Big Tech’s outsized influence in the White House and by extension
what have historically been independent agencies.” Just this week, it was revealed that the Federal Trade
Commission killed a pending investigation into Character.Al, the company whose products repeatedly
have allegedly caused mental health issues and multiple suicides of both children and adults.® Public
Citizen has also tracked canceled federal enforcement actions against 205 corporations since 2025. Up to
44% of those corporations have financial, business, or personnel ties to the President or his
administration, and Big Tech makes up 28 of the 205 companies.” Taken together, these actions send the
message that the most powerful companies in the world can leverage political access to avoid following
the rule of law. Families who lost children to drugs purchased through social media or whose children
have been harmed by an Al chatbot receive an entirely different message.

Especially as meaningful social media, privacy, and Al regulations have stalled throughout Congress and
been squashed by the current administration, it is absolutely essential to ensure the current laws designed
to protect Americans are actually being carried out.

If any of the signatories can be helpful in oversight and investigation, or there are other questions, please
do not hesitate to contact Ben Winters, Director of Al and Privacy at the Consumer Federation of

America, bwinters@consumerfed.org.
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